USSVI Bonefish Base
Mike “Willie” Williamson

Base POC

A couple of months ago | was at a seminar where | met another
ex-sub sailor who happened to be a member of USSVI Groton
Base (he noticed by ball cap). While speaking, another
gentleman there exclaimed that his father had served on the
USS Finback in WWII. In our ensuing conversation he told me
his father served on the Finback when past President of the
United States George Bush was rescued at sea after being shot
down and was adrift. He also exclaimed that he had contacted
him in regards to his granddaughter for a report for school. He
said that he had sent him a picture, along with a letter and
ships log of the USS Finback (55230) of the event. | told him |
was interested in this piece of history, and asked if he could
send to me a copy so | could share with other submarine sailors
in my organization.

Attached is what he sent me:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 15, 1992

Dear Fmily:

Your kind grandfather, Mr. Jack G. Cravens, wrote
to me about your current school project.

Your great-grandfather, J. B. Cravens did indeed
serve on the USS FINBACK (S8 230) in World War II.
T am enclesing a war history of the FINBACE, and
page four states that your great-grandfather won
the Silver Star. The Silver Star is awarded to
servicemen for gallantry in action against the
anemy. He was a hero.

Also, enclosed ies a duplicate page of the USS
FINBACK's log for Septembar 2, 1544. AS You can
sea, the FINBACK rescued me at 11:56 a.m. on that
date. I'll always be grateful to the men of the
FINBACK for saving my life. That is why I invited
the surviving crew mambers to attand the
inauguration in 1989.

cood luck in school and in the future.

Sincerely,
28 ARk

Emily Cameron
4128 Arroyo Willow Lane
Agoura, California 91301
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* Ce0-i=P-T-D-B-F-T_T-A1
0645 - Two F6F's overhea as escort. Headed sast for -

) 1sland. . Closed to 9 miles and mainteined this
position. _ )
0333 - Received word o plene down 9 miles NE of 'MINAMT -
| e ) JIMA. " Started c.oound southern end of CHICHI JIMA,
£ E o oth imaintaining minimum range of 73 miles to island,
. st 3 £ T Gy -;iPicked-un It,.(js! George-H.W. BUSH, File No,

LT e AT346h, USKR, pilot of plane T-3 of VI-51, U.,8.8.
— Rl R BAN JACLITIO, who stated thet he failed to see his
: : s erew's parachutes and believed they had jumped -«
“--i.wheh plane was s£till.over CHICET JIMA, or they

= 7.+ r =iy 'had gone ‘down with plane, Commenced search of ares
: , %y .0t "chance “they had Jumped over water, - P ;
. 1236 - < Received word. er rubber boat seen frosz air, Positio
it 4 i =i -piven wWas in hills:of HAHA JDIA but started south
= et 7, anyway,-asking for jizs, repetitions, and #onfor- -

: .'.,'I' ,-mations, until wo heard one plane state he wasg )
it Lo t-lelreling over the boat, - An unlknown plane on fhe
s @i "adroult cwas hecwl to mention a spot Mwegt of -HAHA", "

e st s Jdie-This was ot lsc~. ‘as good-as any dope we had, so

- ¥ e an o0 headed for a position about 9 miles west of HAHA-
. to i JIMA,  This seemed-to meke our cover feel better, -
7 although they tried to con.us through thé islend =

8 Tew times, Plane-reported that the raft, about

. : fmee L 1% miles from beach, was being shelled. . Bodrits
- of all hends went to 300 feet, - ~ 07 Soios
1505 = Dived to 55 feet with planes in slght zooming
wam . .2 spot in water 1 mile .57 of MIGALT TIA. ;
1530 = .. SGighted rubber - boat. - -7
1550-. - - .  -Roared by the Tuter boat, backing full and still

‘s i+ making b knots. -We must have misjudged his nasgt-
o .+, Dhead height & bit, We twisted around and storted =
T 1620 = " Pillot hooked on aiad we.headaed out away from beach,
. . Tried to make two-thirda speed, but the pilot
s o hed one arm arcusi the periscope and the other
around the life raft with s balling bucket bringing
‘up the rear, Stopped to see if he wonld get 4in
the boat, This took about 10 minutes, duripng which
" . & discussion developed below conoerning the prece-:
‘dence of simultaneous orders to blow, pump, and flood,
Finally got way on towing pilot inm his boat., Two-
thirds speed filled the bozt, mand there hs was in
Sl _ - the water again. Finally came up to 38 feet to
i = keep him ont of the water until at range of 5 mlles

from beach, placed up ami opened the hatoh,
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