
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

This month’s Calendar Boat is the 10th Virginia Class Boat, USS Minnesota (SSN-773.)  She's 

one of the newest Boats in the fleet,  followed only by the USS North Dakota (SSN-774) and 

USS John Warner (SSN-775).   (Warner was just commissioned last summer.) 

 

Speaking of Hull Numbers, I received a number of responses to my question last month, but 

nobody corrected my error.  Here's part of the saga for you sleuths out there... 

 

First of all, what appears to be the best response came from Kent Weekly.  Kent says that 

SSN-21 was the start of the submarine fleet for the 21st Century-thus the change in hull 

numbers.  29 were planned but only 3 were completed.  Then the hull numbers returned to 

the previous successive order. 

 

Where you might find an error lies in that succession.  What was the hull number of the last 

Boat prior to Seawolf, and what was the hull number of the next class of Boat following 

Connecticut (SSN-22).  Caution: there may have been construction of Virginia class between 

(SSN-22) and (SSN-23).  Even so, I'm betting the hull numbers fell back into the pattern... 

 

One other thing I fell across-USS San Francisco (SSN-711) isn't the oldest Boat still active in 

the fleet.  The current roster seems to go from SSN-775 back down to USS Bremerton (SSN-

698). 

 

Two more things on hull numbers this month.  First, the active Bonefish member who served 

on the lowest hull number is probably George Kinnison, USS Sawfish (SS-276).  Bonefish plank 

owner Jacques Abels served on USS Thresher (SS-200).  Think anyone can lower those 

numbers? 

 

Second, which member would you guess served on the newest hull number?  And what was 

it? 

 

Whew-that just about wears me out, but I'd be remiss not to encourage you to join us for our 

January meeting on Saturday the 23rd.  You won't want to miss our friend Charlie MacVean 

telling us how he singlehandedly was forced to end gender bias in the US Navy! 

 

By all accounts, Bonefish had a pretty good year again this year.  If 2016 turns out even better 

it will be because of the fine people and the special camaraderie we share together. 

 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and thanks for your being part of our crew. 

 

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 


