
Hello Shipmates, 
  
Please take a moment this long holiday weekend to reflect on all we have to be thankful for- 

as individuals, as a group, and as a Nation. 

 

This month's Calendar Boat is the USS Connecticut (SSN-22).  Commissioned 11 December 

1998, the second of the 29 projected Seawolf class boats intended to replace the Los Angeles 

class.  With the end of the Cold War only three were completed before the advent of the 

Virginia class.  That third Boat is the USS Jimmy Carter (SSN-23).  At 100 feet longer than her 

sister ships, Carter is the replacement platform for USS Parche. 

 

Who can tell me why we went from SSN-773 to SSN's 21-23 and then back to SSN-774? 

 

The last few weeks have been Bonefish Busy.  We met down in Vista to support Scamp Base 

and their annual Food Fest.  Then, in quick succession, Bonefish (SS-273) was on display at 

Colony High School's Veteran's Remembers, then the Flabob Airport Vets Program before her 

splendid reception at the Redland's Parade on November 11th.  Many thanks to each of the 

shipmates who were able to participate and make those events a success. 

 

Your next opportunity to participate with your Bonefish shipmates will be our annual 

Christmas Party.  That's noon, December 12th at the Spaghetti Factory in Redlands.  We'll 

have our Silent Auction.  The last two years it's been our best fundraiser, and this year the 

hot item has to be Chief Amy Haight's offer for 2 or three persons to ride with her in the 

Control Center of her Assault Craft while the rest of us take a ride in the open area outside 

that.  Note: this year we are lighter than usual for additional bidding items-please take a 

moment to think of something else you can add to the inventory please. 

 

Next to share with you-our Election of Officers.  Nominations are now open for all positions, 

and our election committee will be reaching out to all members.  This Base is as good as it is 

due to the strength and solidarity of our Executive Board.  We have a great EBoard and want 

to continue that going forward, so please reflect on your ability to become part of that.  The 

ongoing  success of our Base depends on the continued participation of good people like you. 

 

Nominations are currently being sought, with presentation of the candidates at our January  

meeting, the election results announced at our February meeting.  Change of Command will 

be presided by Past National Commander Mike Bircumshaw at our March meeting. 

 

Speaking of our January meeting, I'm delighted to announce that our program will once again 

be provided by our dear Bonefish friend Charlie MacVean!  His topic will be "Gangway For the 

Women." 

 
"In the late 1970’s the Navy got serious about a si gnificant number of women to sea on a variety of 
ships.  One of my ships was picked to do the “Pilot  Program” and in a two week time frame we 
replaced 200 men on a 450 person ship with 200 wome n.  The long and short term impact of that 
“experiment” will be discussed." 



You already know that's not to be missed, right? 

 

Other 2016 dates already on our Radar; 

 

18 March:  King HS Remembers 

16 April:  Riverside Veteran's Parade 

26 April:  Rancho Remembers 

25 May:  Corona HS Veteran's Program 

4 July:  Parade, location not yet finalized 

 

Finally this month, #43-my final excerpt from the Evaluation Reports of various British Naval 

Officers;  
  
"Some drink from the fountain of knowledge-he only gargled."   

 
Mind your bubble Folks.   
Frank 


