
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
  
Hello Shipmates, 
 
This month’s calendar boat is the USS Pogy (SS-226).  Pogy is credited with sinking a total of 
16 ships on her 10 War Patrols, receiving 8 Battle Stars in the process. 
 
On the 9th War Patrol she was mistakenly bombed and strafed by a B-24 Liberator while 
operating south of Tokyo.  Although damaged from this attack, she responded by rescuing 
the crew of a downed B-29 a few days later before returning to Saipan for repairs.   
 
Another story of note; Pogy was commissioned 10 January 1943 in Wisconsin, then 
decommissioned 1 February 1943 while being transported down the Mississippi River on a 
barge.  She was recommissioned 12 days later in New Orleans on 12 February.  Arriving in 
Pearl Harbor April 5, she commenced her 1st War Patrol 10 days after that.  Decommissioned 
1946 in New London, Pogy was sent off to the razor blade factory in 1959. 
 
BIG CHANGES FOR OUR OCTOBER MEETING: 
 
Scratch the Spaghetti Factory this month!  After a show of overwhelming support from the 
attendees at our September meeting, the EBoard has agreed to participate in this year’s 
Trunk or Treat instead.  So, on October 26th come join us at Ronald McDonald house in Loma 
Linda. 
 
Turns out that Ronald McDonald House scheduled their program from 1100-1300 on our 
regular October meeting date.  You’ll remember that all who participated last year 
unanimously agreed it was both fun and rewarding to participate.  We handed out toy 
dolphins and pictures of submarines, signed and dated by a real life submariner right before 
their eyes.  Additionally, all in attendance (other groups, as well as the families and patients) 
were treated to a testosterone contest between our klaxon and the siren from the Sheriff’s 
helicopter overhead.  So, if you were intending to come to our October meeting, please join 
us at Ronald McDonald House in Loma Linda instead.  Food, drink, a rewarding experience 
and good times will be available for all in attendance. 
 
Ronald McDonald houses located at 11365 Anderson St., in Loma Linda.  From the 10 freeway 
head south at the Anderson Street offramp and continue around the curve in front of Loma 
Linda hospital.  The next traffic light is Barton Road.  Continue south on Anderson about 200 
feet or so.  There is a parking lot on your left.  Turn left into that parking lot once you’ve 
passed the crosswalk.  Continue on- Ronald McDonald House will materialize on your right, 
and you’ll find us congregating around Andy Anderson’s black Stealthmobile.   Please come 
join us-you’ll be glad you did. 
 
After Loma Linda, our only other meeting this year is our annual Holiday event back at 
Spaghetti Factory in Redlands.  Mark your calendar for noon on December 7.  There will be 



entertainment, fellowship and a silent auction.  Speaking of the silent auction, we’re seeking 
some significant items for the bidding.  Do you know any businesses willing to contribute 
some swag or some services?  Are there any items to capture a bidders fancy you’d be willing 
to contribute?  If you have suggestions that will help make the auction a success, please reach 
out and let us know. 
 
Speaking of programs, thanks go out to our new Western Regional District 6 Commander Bob 
Bissonnette, who joined us at the September meeting with insights from his new position, as 
well as stories of his Dad and his experiences with the  Arctic Sea Lab.  Bob, we appreciate 
your trek up from San Diego to see us as well as your support for our endeavors. 
 
This month’s Binnacle List includes John Rapley, Dean Van Leeuwen, Al Kilpatrick, Lyn Schive 
as well as several other members.  Please keep all our Base members in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
By the way, do you have any extra copies of American Submariner magazine? We’re looking 
for as many copies as possible to hand out at our Loma Linda meeting. 
 
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note:  
“The submarine force’s steam driven fish ran off alcohol--dubbed torpedo juice--to which the 
Navy wisely added the purgative croton oil to dissuade thirsty sailors.  Some figured out how 
to strain out the obtrusive additive with a loaf of stale bread.  Other more crafty sailors 
constructed makeshift stills, boiling the alcohol, then capturing the steam.  Once in Port, 
sailors cut the potent booze with pineapple and grapefruit juice.  The homemade cocktail 
proved so strong that it would not only burn lips,a  but would eat the wax lining out of a 
paper cup, forcing the bottom to drop out after just a few drinks.  Sailors guzzled it by the 

gallon.”  
“The War Below” p. 171, by James Scott, Simon & Shuster 2013. 
 

Mind your bubble, folks.  I look forward to seeing you soon.  
Frank 


