
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

Is that really an Ohio Class boat in the picture?   

 

This month’s USSVI Calendar Boat is the venerable USS Ohio (SSBN-726).  Commissioned in 

1979, she was the first of a total 18 in her class.  Scheduled to be decommissioned in 2002, 

her mission was instead redefined when she was converted to an SSGN.  Now older than 

most of her crew, she’s still on patrol with a whoop ass load of Tomahawk missiles and an as 

needed complement of Special Ops forces.  The first female in the Navy to join our ranks with 

a Submarine Qualified Designation was part of her Gold Crew in 2011.  

 

To follow up on the question; one of our sharp-eyed Base Boomer experts says that picture is 

not an Ohio, but rather a Lafayette Class SSBN.  I don’t know--all boomers look about the 

same, don’t they? 

 

Speaking of calendars, Brick picked up the new ones while at the Convention.  They’re 

available now and we’ll have them at the September meeting. 

 

The National Convention and the Victorville Car Show are now behind us.  Both events were 

gratifying and enjoyed by all who participated.  The highlight of the Convention for me was 

when I was called up at the Awards Ceremony to accept the Robert Link Award for shipmate 

Daryl Brock.  The Link Award (named in honor of USSVI’s first National CDR) is given only at 

the discretion of the National Commander to honor exceptional effort in furthering the 

mission of USSVI.   From all he unceasingly does to support Bonefish Base to creating the 

Submarine Memorial at Riverside National Cemetery and making it a reality, Daryl is most 

deserving of the term “Good Shipmate.”  The National Commander agrees, and it was an 

honor to accept this on Daryl’s behalf. 

 

There is much activity for our participation going forward.  First up is September 27
th

.  Our 

monthly meeting will be at Bob & Lyn Schive’s house.  You can expect a shortened business 

meeting and a lot of fellowship.  A Mexican buffet, cribbage, Sea Stories and a port visit by 

the Bonefish Parade Float will all contribute to a rousing good time.  (Even the weather is 

scheduled to enhance the experience.)   

 

Come join us.  The klaxon goes off promptly at 1200 so get there early.  The address is: 

2611 Martinez Lane 

Riverside, CA  92503-6216 

 

All are encouraged to join us.  If you need help with directions call Bob directly at 

951.990.2805.  

 



Next on the schedule is Sunday, October 5
th

.  Our Bonefish Float will be displayed at the Loma 

Linda Veteran’s Hospital Car Show.  We’ll be telling Sea Stories, handing out Submarine 

Memorabilia and checking out the pretty girls-and the cars, of course...  .  We’ll be needing 

volunteers to man the table and share our Submarine Message with all the visitors. 

The intention is still to have our October meeting down in San Diego, but the location is in 

flux.  Turns out the SEAL Training Facility won’t be able to provide us a visit that day.  We’re 

looking at other options to have an opportunity that justifies the trip and will update you 

asap. 

 

Some other dates to mark down: 

 

6 November:  Colony HS-we’ve been invited to participate in their interview program. 

11 November:  Redlands Veteran’s Day Parade. 

6 December:  Bonefish Holiday Meeting at the Spaghetti Factory. 

 

Finally, this month we have three more comments collected from the Evaluation Reports of 

various British Naval Officers: 

 

“ Couldn't organise 50% leave in a two-man submarine. ” 
“He has carried out each and every one of his dutie s to his entire satisfaction.” 
“He would be out of his depth in a car park puddle. ”  
  

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 
 
--  

Frank Campbell 

Base Commander 
USS Bonefish Base USSVI 

 


