
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
  
Hello Shipmates, 
 
This month’s calendar boat is the USS Drum (SS-228).  Back in 2006, it was impressive to see 
her sitting in her aboveground cradle in Mobile, Alabama.  Still in her WWII configuration, I 
admired the obvious care and attention to detail that was evident on that Boat.  Since then, I 
understand she’s been refurbished to an even higher standard.  There’s a published report 
saying 130 tons of lead ballast was found to be hiding in her tanks, and the sale of that 
windfall material was used to pay for the upgrades. 
 
On her 2nd War Patrol, Drum’s first victim was the Japanese seaplane carrier Mizuho. In 13 
war Patrols Drum was credited with 12 battle stars and a total of 15 ships.  The Drum exhibit 
was opened on July 4, 1969.  She is the oldest Gato class boat still in existence. 
 
Our September meeting is this coming Saturday, 28 September at the Spaghetti Factory.  The 
program lineup is still in flux, but you know a good time will be had by all in attendance. We’ll 
also be unveiling the new banner on our webpage.  It’s impressive, and we anticipate a 
significant revenue generator as well. 
 
Jeff Crumbaker’s presentation at our August meeting was well received by all in attendance.  
Jeff gave a very personal sharing of his background and why he is so willing to enable our 
Memorial plaque at Riverside National Cemetery. 
 
As to the Binnacle List-Sally reports Dean Van Leeuwen is following the doctor’s orders and 
recovering well following his open-heart surgery on September 11.  John Rapley, Frank 
McCoy, Al Kilpatrick and Lyn Schive are all reported to be bouncing back from their health 
issues, as well.  Please keep all our Base members in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
After reviewing with the EBoard, it appears our October meeting will be at the normal 
location in Redlands, rather than San Diego.  Squadron 11 was not able to host us that date 
for a tour.  We are looking at alternatives and will get back to you with plenty of notice. 
  
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note:  
“Every couple of weeks, dress up in your best clothes and go to the worst part of town you 
can find.  Select the most run down, trashiest bar on the strip and drink beer until you're 

hammered.  Then walk all the way home.”  
 
Mind your bubble, folks.  I look forward to seeing you soon.  
Frank 


