
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

With all due respect to this month's Calendar Boat, the USS Billfish (SSN-676), I'm short of 

space this month-if you want to know more about her please take a few moments to ponder 

the calendar on your own... 

 

There are a lot of great upcoming events for Bonefish Base but the aforementioned space 

limitation means we'll share them with you at the meeting tomorrow. 

 

Which leads right into tomorrow's meeting.  Our speaker is Grant Gautsche, Director of 

Veteran's Services for the County of Riverside.  His topic; "You Served, You Earned."  Rumor 

has it he served on an SSBN that became an SSN as well as the USS Pintado (SSN-674).  Come 

find out more at the Spaghetti Factory, noon tomorrow. 

 

And now you're in for a treat.  Last month I queried which class was more significant in 

winning the Cold War-the 637's or the 688's.  Our old friend Charlie MacVean weighed in with 

his considered perspective.  With his kind permission I now include his response for your 

reading pleasure: 

 

"Frank, 

PINTADO was SSN-672. 

  

With regard to the COLD WAR contributors, it is my view that each and every submarine 

had a part in bringing that era to a successful conclusion.  Again, in my view, the 637s 

were the workhorses of that effort and really kept the Soviets on the ropes and the arrival 

of the 688s was just was too much for the Soviet economy or navy to contend with. 

  

But I believe that the real champions for our submarine force were the 594s.  The 594s 

took to sea and perfected so many aspects that the 637s and 688s were then able to carry 

on to perfection.   However it was the giant steps and the guts of the crews of the 594s 

that saw: 

  

HY80 welding techniques developed and applied to the hull shapes to permit deeper 

diving. 

The first operational spherical sonar arrays. 

The first operational and stowable towed arrays. 

The first Emergency Main Ballast Tank (EMBT) blow systems. 

The instantiation of the SUBSAFE program. 

The first air conditioning that did not require reciprocating compressors (Lithium Bromide 

plants). 

Oxygen Generators. 



Real advances in noise quieting and propulsion plant sound isolation. 

The advent of waterfall displays and digital signal processing. 

Perfection of use and tactics for the first real battery powered, wireguided, semi smart 

torperdo, the MK 37. 

Operational introduction of SUBROC. 

And a myriad of other improvements in Radio, Sonar and the Electronic spaces which 

significantly elevated our communications, ACINT and ELINT capabilities. 

  

I am proud to be tagged with the “594 Tough” calling,  having learned so much about 

basic submarining on board the USS TINOSA (SSN-606). The 594s were tough to operate 

and maintain, but that was because our navy and country chose to cram so much “new 

stuff” on to this platform.  I am glad they did, and we all benefited from these many giant 

steps. 

Charlie" 

 

Finally this month, more excerpts from the Evaluation Reports of various British Naval 

Officers;  
 
"He has been working with glue too long." 
" When his IQ reaches 50, he should sell" 
" This man hasn't got enough grey matter to sole th e flip-flop of a one-legged parakeet." 
 

Mind your bubble Folks.   

Frank 


