
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

The USSVI Calendar Boat this month is the USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN-640).  The first of her 

class, she was built to handle the Polaris A-3 and was quieter than her James Madison class 

predecessors.  Like the rest of the Boomers, there isn’t much skinny.  The only thing I found 

was her successful launch of an A-3 that was coordinated with an orbital pass of the Gemini 7 

spaceflight.  Other than testing to see if Frank Borman and Jim Lovell were properly alert that 

day, maybe some of you Boomers could explain what that launch was really about…  After 69 

patrols, the Franklin was decommissioned in 1993. 

 

At our July meeting it was readily apparent that CAPT Charles MacVean’s 4.5 years 

underwater didn’t cause him to become waterlogged.  Charlie actually apologized for running 

over his allotted time…the fact is, he could have talked until his voice ran out and all of us 

would have still been spellbound.  The humor, the firsthand insights, and his marvelous 

perspective enthralled all who were fortunate enough to be there.  

 

When I asked Charlie how a hard luck Boat like the Seawolf could earn three consecutive “E” 

designations under his command (in addition to its other stunning accomplishments) his 

response was, “I trusted my crew.”  Wow!!! 

 

For our August meeting we’ve planned a surprise or two in addition to our guest speaker.   

Henri De Roule is the president of a company call Science Experience.  One of their projects is 

enabling high school scholars to design functional underwater vehicles.  Bob Schive visited 

one of their meetings at Moreno Valley High School and came away enthused with both their 

results and their openness to using us as a resource going forward.  It promises to be another 

fine Bonefish presentation. 

 

You cannot view our Bonefish Float in person and not be impressed.  If you’ve not had the 

opportunity, come to our August meeting!  It is our intention to have her moored right 

outside the window of our meeting room.  And for those of you who have seen her before-

you’re still in for a treat.  Dan’s had her back at the shipyard for further upgrades which will 

be appreciated by all who see her. 

 

Rumor has it that she’s also scheduled to make a port visit at the Schive’s house for our 

September meeting as well.  There’ll be a Mexican Buffet, (including Lyn’s enchiladas), a pool, 

a pool table and a cribbage tournament.  A hearty dose of Bonefish fellowship will be 

included at no additional charge…   

 

After that, Bonefish’s next public viewing will be at the Loma Linda Hospital Veteran’s Car 

Show.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 5
th

.  We’ll be needing volunteers to man the 

table and share our Submarine Message with all the visitors that day. 

 



Some other dates to mark down: 

 

25 October:  Bonefish Tour of the SEAL Training Facility.  Thank you Tony Stewart! 

6 November:  Colony HS-we’ve been invited to participate in their interview program. 

11 November:  Redlands Veteran’s Day Parade. 

6 December:  Bonefish Holiday Meeting at the Spaghetti Factory. 

 

Finally, this month we have three more comments collected from the Evaluation Reports of 

various British Naval Officers (obviously none who would have served with Charlie MacVean:) 

 

“Works well when under constant supervision and cor nered like a rat in a trap.” 
“Not the sharpest knife in the drawer.” 
“Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but the t rain isn't coming.” 
  

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 
 
--  

Frank Campbell  

Base Commander 
USS Bonefish Base USSVI 

 


