
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
  
Hello Shipmates, 
 
This month’s calendar boat is the USS Greenling (SS–213).  Greenling ended the war with 10 
Battle Stars and 15 confirmed kills in a total of 12 patrols.  Decommissioned in 1946, she was 
thereafter utilized as a dockside trainer until early 1960. 
  
After Frank McCoy’s well prepared and well executed presentation for our July meeting I was 
inspired to seek out more information on that S Boat he’d missed in Provincetown, Mass.  
Turns out he didn’t miss very much because the USS SS–4 is out on Eternal Patrol.  She was 
rammed by a Coast Guard vessel off the tip of Cape Cod back in 1928 with all hands lost.  She 
was salvaged and returned to service not unlike the Squalus a decade later.  Provincetown 
has a Memorial to the loss of the S–4, but not the Boat itself, as I had hoped.   
 
I’ll be on the East Coast later this month, and had it in the back of my mind to go snap some 
pictures of the Boat.  Turns out a little research is going to save me that same six-hour road 
trip Frank missed.  Maybe I’ll be able to bring back some pictures of the Becuna instead.   
 
Fundraising to support the documentary on the loss of the USS R-12 has been simplified.  A 
contribution can now be made by either credit card or a check.  The EBoard has set aside 
$100 to be used as a match for any of our members wishing to contribute.  Contact a member 
of the EBoard and we’ll be happy to forward your contribution. 
 
At last we get to meet Jeff Crumbaker!  Owner of “the Patrician Group,” he’s better known to 
you as the fellow who is donating the design and casting of the bronze Submarine Memorial 
Plaque we’re going to be placing in Riverside National Cemetery later this year. As part of our 
August meeting, Jeff will be sharing some history behind his Company and what has 
motivated his generous support of our Memorial.  You won’t want to miss this… 
 
As previously announced, our September meeting is going to be held at the Spaghetti Factory 
in Redlands.  The Bonefish October meeting is going to be held in Chula Vista.  Our shipmates 
at the Doug Smay Base will be hosting our meeting.  As it was last year, that meeting will be 
followed by a Boat Tour and meal.  
  
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note:  
“Put the headphones from your stereo on your head, but don't plug them in. Hang a paper 
cup around your neck on a string.  Stand in front of the stove and speak into the paper cup, 
"Stove manned and ready."  After an hour or so, speak into the cup again "Stove secured."  

Roll up the headphones and paper cup and stow them in a shoe box.”  
 
Mind your bubble, folks.  I look forward to seeing you soon. 
  
Frank 


