
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
  
Hello Shipmates, 
  
This month’s boat is the USS Flying Fish (SS – 229).  On her 12th and final war patrol, she was 
part of the Task Force, which successfully penetrated minefields to enter the Sea of Japan.  
 At the end of the war, she was reassigned to New London, where she became the flagship for 
COMSUBLANT. 
  
As I write this, our 4th of July parade in Corona is completed.  As in the past, it was a very 
uplifting event for us.  The crowd was both large and enthusiastic, and we were well received. 
We had Bob’s great submarine audio disc blaring through the speakers on Brick’s truck, 
followed by Andy riding shotgun in Frank McCoy’s beautiful ‘56 Thunderbird, sounding the 
klaxon at frequent intervals.  Meanwhile, upfront, members on foot were busy passing out 
“Thank You” cards to any Vets we spied on the sidelines.  (As well as waving to all the pretty 
girls along the way.) 
  
Speaking of Frank McCoy, our resident Submarine Encyclopedian will be giving us the hot 
skinny on his East Coast Museum Boat tour this past Spring.  He even toured an S boat!  (Or 
was it an R Boat? – he’ll let us know...) 
  
One final word of thanks is in order for shipmate Phil Jaskoviak.  Phil’s program was a great 
part of our June meeting.  In addition to an overview of his book, “The Polack: Memoirs of 
Family Tragedy, Heroism and Cold War Submarine Adventure”, Phil shared with us the story 
behind the book.  While uniquely his, it was easy for many of us to identify with his journey.  
Interestingly, while waiting for the parade to start the other day, several of us had already 
finished reading the book and a lively discussion ensued.  A couple of the Boomer sailors said 
it reminded them of their own experiences and brought back several memories.  Everybody 
agreed it was a lively and interesting read.  Phil, thanks for being open to your shipmates 
here in the Inland Empire, and feel free to join us again, Shipmate – you’re always welcome. 
  
Joining our binnacle list this month is Jan Noyes.  By the time you read this, Jan will have 
undergone needed knee surgery.  We wish the Jan a speedy recovery.  She joins John Raplee 
and Lyn Schive, both of whom have had some setbacks this last month.  On July 3rd, 
however, Lyn had a successful surgery to remove the colostomy bag.  She is at home 
recuperating from the surgery and nursing her fractured back.  Please keep the health of all 
our members in your prayers. 
  
In other news, it turns out our September meeting will be on the regularly scheduled time – 
September 28th.  Turns out the scheduling for Dean and Sally’s just didn’t work this time, so 
our September meeting will be at our regular location.  We thank them, as always, for their 
hospitality and look forward to another Corona meeting at a future date. 
  



Congratulations to Bob Bissonette – our new District Six Commander.  And congratulations to 
each of you who responded to my request for participation-Bob received a total of 167 votes.  
Almost 10% of that total was represented by our own little Bonefish Base.  What we may be 
lacking in size is more than compensated for in our Spirit.  Thank you once again Bonefish. 
  
  
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note: 
  
“Set your alarm clock to go off at random during the night.  At the alarm, jump up and dress 
as fast as you can, making sure to button your top shirt button and tuck your pants into your 
socks.  Run into the back yard, uncoil the garden hose and put out a simulated fire. Then go 

back to bed.”  
Mind your bubble, folks.  I look forward to seeing you on the 27th. 
  
Frank 
  
--  
Frank Campbell 
Base Commander 
USS Bonefish Base USSVI 
 
 


