
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

The USSVI Calendar Boat this month is the USS Lafayette (SSBN-616).  The sponsor was First 

Lady Jackie Kennedy, breaking a champagne bottle against the bow at its launching in 1963.   

By the time of her last Patrol in 1990, Lafayette had successfully completed a total of 76 

deterrent patrols.  She was decommissioned and sent to the razor blade factory in 1991. 

 

As you’re already aware, we lost Shipmate John Raplee earlier this month.  John went into 

the hospital and couldn’t bounce back this time.  There has been no public service. Chaplain 

Don Noyes is in touch with John’s wife Susan.  Susan says they intend a Celebration of Life 

Service for John sometime in July, and we’ll keep you informed as soon as we hear more.  

John, a Bonefish Base plankowner, last joined us at our December meeting, along with Susan 

and their grandson.  John was always a good shipmate-even when his health tried to make 

that otherwise.  He’ll be missed by all of us who knew him. 

 
 

 

At last month’s meeting there was an informal sharing of SSBN Sea Stories among four of our 

attendees.  One of the tales was about a dent in the hull from an attacking whale.  

Presumably protecting her young?   With that in mind, I’d like you Boomer Vets to think 

about sharing some of your experiences at a meeting later this summer.  It would be great to 

have a panel discussion with a few of your favorite stories.  It would also be great to see you 

dispel Bob Schive’s belief that the only good stories (and notable experiences) come from the 

SSN side of the house… 

 

At our May meeting I was able to welcome new member Jim Mills into the Holland Club.  He 

achieved that really fast-it was only the month before we’d welcomed him in as our newest 

member.  I’ve never heard of anyone else making the Holland Club so quickly. 

 

He didn’t remain our newest member for very long, though.  I’m pleased to welcome John 

Beckett aboard as a dual member from his homeport at the Buffalo Base.  John found us on 

the internet, I think, while he and Cheryl were spending the winter in the Coachella Valley.  

We look forward to welcoming again when the weather turns cold back in Colorado this 

winter.  

 

That makes three new members in three months.  Tim Martz not only joined in April-he also 

added great perspective on our program.  He and Mike Williamson walked us through a 

Bonefish casualty from a firsthand point of view.  

 

How To Do Good-Painlessly:  Do you purchase anything through Amazon?  I know I do.  If so, 

here’s a great idea from our National Commander; turns out if you use “smile.amazon.com” 

rather than “amazon.com” you can designate the USSVI Charitable Foundation as a recipient.  

If you do, you lose nothing-but Amazon then gifts .5% of the purchase price to the 



Foundation.  That doesn’t sound like much (5 cents for every $10) but, 1) It’s free, 2) seamless 

once set up (if you use that web address and, 3) if all of our members and their families used 

it, the boost to our Foundation would certainly be a 6 digit number.  Please try it next time… 

 

Parade Update/Float Update:  Friday July 4th Bonefish Base will again be participating in the 

Corona parade-this time possible with a twist.  Please plan on joining us for what has become 

a signature event.  The route is relatively short, the crowd large and enthusiastic-and you’ll 

still be back inside by noon before the day really heats up. 

 

Besides, there’s a reasonable chance you won’t have to walk it.  Word is that our trailer will 

be ready!  If so, there’ll be a Navy Blue sled complete with banners and sound system to ride 

on. 

 

Dan Rowland has taken charge of the entire program and wow-are things moving!  The 

trailer’s metal work is done and the unit is at the body shop being readied for powdercoating 

next week.  Awesome job, probably under budget, and it should be ready for Corona. 

 

And speaking of awesome job-the Bonefish (SS-223) float is going to take your breath away.  

Even if you saw the Conning Tower at our May meeting, it’s only a hint of how magnificent 

the completed project is going to be.  There are at least two reasons it’s turning out so well; 

first, Dan is a gifted and motivated craftsman.  Second, he views this as a personal tribute to 

the 82 men who were aboard when she was lost, and who remain on Eternal Patrol.  

Anyplace Bonefish Base shows up from now on, we’ll be doing a spectacular job of “Honoring 

Our Shipmates…” and adding value to recognition of the US Silent Service.  

 

At last report, the hull has been formed and now the topside is being completed.  Next will be 

the fiberglassing and a work party/barbecue in Hesperia to prepare our vessel for painting. 

 

I hope to see you at our June meeting.  Rare Earth’s song started out, “We’re gonna have a 

good time…”-and we will… 

 

Finally, this month we’re going to share another three comments collected from the 

Evaluation Reports of various British Naval Officers: 

 

“This Medical Officer has used my ship to carry his genitals from port to port, and my officers 

to carry him from bar to bar.” 

“This officer reminds me very much of a gyroscope; always spinning around at a frantic pace, 

but not really going anywhere.” 

“Since my last report he has reached rock bottom, and has started to dig.” 

 

 Y’ gotta love those Limeys… 

  

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 



 

--  

Frank Campbell 

Base Commander 

USS Bonefish Base USSVI 

 


