
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

Brick Noyes qualified on this month’s Calendar Boat, the USS Sculpin (SS-590).  A sister ship of 

the Scorpion, she was one of six Skipjack class SSN's.  The Skipjacks were the first SSNs to 

utilize the designs pioneered by USS Albacore, and as such were the predecessor to the Los 

Angeles Boats.   

 

In 1977, while tied up to the tender in San Diego, Sculpin was broadsided by USS Snook which 

was attempting to tie up outboard of her.  Because Snook was damaged so badly, Sculpin was 

rewarded by being assigned to take Snook's Ops for the next six months. Go figure.. 

 

Commissioned 1 June 1961, Sculpin was decommissioned on 3 August 1990.  She entered the 

recycling program in 2000 and "ceased to exist" in 2001. 

 

Our March meeting enjoyed excellent service from the Spaghetti Factory staff, and a Bonefish 

Program first:  "Submarine Memories."  Our program was---Us!  We went around the room, 

giving each sailor two minutes to share a vivid memory from their time onboard.  It was an 

enjoyable change of pace appreciated by all in attendance.  Thanks to Don Noyes for 

suggesting that at our EBoard meeting.  It was a delightful change of pace. 

 

Up next on deck; Riverside's "Salute to Veterans Parade" next Saturday the 18th.  In addition 

to a large participation of Bonefish members, we're honored to be joined by LA Pasadena's 

Bob Bell.  Bob qualified in 1943 on a Boat not significantly different from the one he'll be 

waiving from Saturday morning.  It's going to be a lot of fun and I hope to see you there. 

 

The following week is our April meeting back at Spaghetti Factory.  Our speaker will be  

retired CDR Bill Lauper.  Bill's day job now is as NJROTC Senior Naval Science teacher at King 

High School.  Perhaps bringing guests as well, we'll hear about the program at King in 

adddtion to insight into his Naval career.  Come early to socialize and order your lunch-the 

klaxon goes off promptly at noon. 

 

Other dates to remember;  the Tuesday after our Base meeting (28 April) we'll be 

participating in Rancho Remembers over at Rancho Cucamonga High.  Less than a month later 

(20 May) we'll be back out with the Float at Corona Remembers. 

 

Our regular meeting on May 23rd will be our annual Memorial meeting.  We'll be joined by as 

many family members as possible as we honor our Bonefish members On Eternal Patrol with 

a Tolling Ceremony.  

 

But we're not done at that;  6 June we'll be present with the Bonefish supporting the High 

Desert Marines at their car show in Victorville from 0800-1200.  You know which hat to wear, 

right? 



 

Lastly, the June meeting will not be held in Redlands due to our participation that same day 

at a Veteran's Parade in Oceanside.  We anticipate a large turnout from our sister Bases, as 

well as an SSN to complement our own SS-223.  Come join us there-it will be a great time! 

 

As to our Binnacle List, we don't have an update on Rita Kilpatrick since being notified of her 

entering the Hospice program last month.  Please keep our shipmates Rita and Al in your 

thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.   

 

Finally this month, another round of excerpts from the Evaluation Reports of various British 

Naval Officers;  

 
" In my opinion this pilot should not be authorized  to fly below 250 feet." 
"The only ship I would recommend for this man is ci tizenship." 
" Couldn't organise a woodpecker's picnic in Sherwo od Forest." 
 

Mind your bubble Folks.   

Frank 


