
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

This month my USSVI Calendar is telling me that back before the USS Abraham Lincoln was a 

Nimitz Class Aircraft Carrier (CVN-72="Target") she was one of the original "41 For Freedom."  

The USS Abraham Lincoln (SSBN-602) was commissioned back in March of 1961.  Operating 

out of Holy Loch Scotland and then later Subron 15 in Guam, the Lincoln was the first boomer 

to complete 50 strategic missions.   

 

Decommissioned in February 1981, she'd had a full 20 years of strategic deterrence on our 

behalf.  Do you think her being on patrol during the Cuban Missile Crisis was one of 

the reasons Khrushchev decided to blink? 

 

Our March meeting was another good one.  Among the guests were Dave Peters and his wife 

Bev, James Wiley, and Tim Martz-all visiting for the first time.  I hope we'll be seeing them 

again.  After the Installation of Officers we discussed that cover article in the latest American 

Submariner, "The Third War Patrol of the USS Thresher."  Many of us had been fortunate 

enough to have our own Jacques Abels discuss the patrol report and his first hand comments 

of what it had been like to be onboard then.  Alyce Abels shared her remembrances of she 

and Jacques visiting the author of this story at his home in Arizona.  Turns out he and Jacques 

had remained in touch and good friends through all those years. 

 

As a side note, we'll once again be tolling the bell for Jacques and all our Bonefish Base 

members on Eternal Patrol at our annual Memorial Weekend meeting on May 24th. 

 

Our Memorial Plaque service at Riverside National Cemetery two Saturdays ago was 

gratifying in several ways.  First of all, it was a lovely day-sunny and not too hot.  Secondly, 

the turnout was far larger and more diverse than we could have hoped.  It included members 

from all five So Cal Bases, as well as the Redfin and Buffalo Bases.  We also had some folks 

who'd simply read about us from the article in the Press Enterprise earlier that week.   

 

National Commander Michael Bircumshaw led off the speakers, which included Jeff 

Crumbaker on his reasons for supporting us so completely in the design and completion.  

Mike Goldware tied in the Medal of Honor Memorial across the lake by sharing some of the 

adventures of the USS Barb under Eugene Fluckey-one of the eight submariner Medal of 

Honor recipients.  Commodore Gene Doyle, COMSUBRON 11, was up from the Sub Base to 

honor us with his comments as well.   

 

Among the 125+ attendees was shipmate Bob Bell from the LA Pasadena Base, who qualified 

in 1943.  The newest qualified man present was Petty Officer Daniel Miller who qualified in 

2007.  On active duty and in his dress blues, he'd come up from Squadron 11 to join us at the 

dedication.  71 years difference, their presence underscored our original intent that this 

Plaque was initiated by Bonefish Base to honor all Submariners-past, present and future.   

 

Add in the klaxon, some rifles, a bugler and a certificate of recognition to Bonefish Base from 

Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez-it was quite an event.  



So many of you-especially Daryl Brock-put in so much time to make this happen that my 

contribution was simply the tip of the iceberg.  It was my great pleasure to represent such a 

fine group of shipmates and the cumulative effort that was expended to make this a success. 

 

Looking forward, our program this month will feature Mike Williamson reviewing a serious 

flooding casualty he experienced while serving on the Bonefish.  His shipmate Tim Martz was 

on the phones for the skipper during the event and will surely have some interesting insight 

to contribute as well.  If you're able to make the meeting on April 26th you'll be glad you 

were there. 

 

Bob Schive sent out the details about the Riverside Veteran's Parade this coming Saturday.  

Please call Bob @ 951.990.2805 to verify that you'll be joining us there.  Also-Rancho 

Remembers is Tuesday the 29th-right after our April meeting.  I hope to see you there at 

Rancho High School by 0900 that morning. 

  

Finally, this month we’re going to share another three comments collected from the 

Evaluation Reports of various British Naval Officers.  

 

    1.  "This officer can be likened to a small puppy-he runs around excitedly, leaving little messes 

for other people to clean up." 

    2.  "This Officer is really not so much of a has-been, more of a definitely won't-be." 

    3.  " When he opens his mouth, it seems only to change whichever foot was previously in 
there."  

  

Y’ gotta love those Limeys… 

  

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 
 

--  

Frank Campbell 

Base Commander 

USS Bonefish Base USSVI 

 


