
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

This month’s Calendar Boat is the USS Seadragon (SSN-584.)  Commissioned in December 

1959, she was the second of four Skate Class nuclear boats.  Does anyone know the other 

two?  (Hint-Nautilus wasn’t one of them.)  Seadragon was the third submarine to actually 

surface at the North Pole.  She was also the first nuclear powered vessel the Japanese 

government permitted to enter their home waters.  Or perhaps the first one they knew 

about…  Decommissioned in 1983, some of her story is told in “Tales of a Cold War 

Submariner” by ex-CO Daniel Summitt.   

 

Our February meeting was rendered memorable by our guest speaker, CDR Ray Ferbrache.  

Ray and his delightful wife Pat drove up from San Diego specifically to visit our Base.  Pat 

admitted there was a time he used to come home smelling like a Diesel Boat Sailor.  Ray gave 

us an interesting, well prepared and insightful look at the submarines opposing US Boats-

both past and current.  We can’t thank him enough for his sharing as well as his unselfish 

support for Bonefish Base.   

 

Speaking of sharing, the week before that meeting, LA-Pasadena Base was invaded by several 

Bonefish members.  We were there to support Mike Williamson and Tim Martz as they 

shared their Bonefish casualty experience.  The presentation was still fresh, moving and 

appreciated by all who were in attendance.  A sense of “that could’ve just as easily been us…” 

permeated the room.  Well Done, Shipmates!  Well Done!! 

 

Ok, grab your calendars.  There are plenty of things to add.  This Friday is the next King 

Remembers.  The USS Bonefish will be moored out front for all to see.  The next day Daryl 

Brock will be representing us at the Sea Perch finals.  He’ll come back with an update for us.  

You can expect more insight into that program and how an ongoing participation by some of 

our members would be gratifying for both the kids as well as the members themselves. 

 

Then: 

18 April:  Riverside Parade.  This may be our last opportunity to participate.  Please come join 

us that Saturday morning.  If you can’t walk the circuit, don’t be detered-we have space for  

several people to ride the Float and wave at the pretty girls. 

28 April:  Rancho Remembers.  The Float will again be in attendance. 

20 May:  Corona Remembers. 

6 June:  It’s our intention to participate in the High Desert Marines Victorville Car Show again. 

 

I hope to see you at our next meeting; March 28
th

 at the Spaghetti Factory. 

 

 

 



Finally this month, another round of excerpts from the Evaluation Reports of various British 

Naval Officers;  

 
“If you stand close enough to him, you can hear the  ocean” 
“It's hard to believe that he beat 1,000,000 other sperm” 
”A room temperature IQ”  

 

Mind your bubble Folks.   

Frank 


