
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

 

Bonefish Base is a happenin’ place. 

 

When we got down to the pier for the Boat Tour our objective, the USS Sanalulu (SSN 711, 

SSN 718) was obscured by the two cranes and the topside workers.  Fortunately, our liaison 

was the Duty Chief.  He said something like, “Let me see what I can do…” and motored off to 

another Boat.  Next thing you know we’re being warmly welcomed by the crew of the USS 

Hampton (SSN 767), who didn’t appear to mind having their Saturday morning disrupted.  

Everyone in attendance enjoyed the Tour, including Bentley-Frank McCoy’s delightful 9 year 

old guest.  “You’re-supposed-to-be-10-to-take-this-tour-and-I’m-only-9-but-I-have-to-tell-

everybody-I’m-10-even-though-I’m-only-9...”  Does this kid have potential as a future Boat 

Sailor or what???   

 

Needless to say, we were late for the joint meeting with Doug Smay Base.  Still, they were 

most gracious and supportive.  We packed the room and had a lively meeting, including guest 

speaker George Riolo’s enlightening history on the evolution of Filipino service in the USN.  It 

was well done and, just as in his presentation to us a couple of years ago, very well received.  

Thanks George-you did great and we appreciate your sharing and the value you added to our 

meeting.    

 

No Boat Tour this October.  One of the advantages of a joint meeting with our shipmates at 

Smay Base-we firmed up our October meeting.  Thanks to Smay Base member Tony Stewart 

we’ll be gathering instead for an intimate tour of the SEAL Training Facility on Coronado.  

We’ll start preparing for that later this summer, but it will probably be our most popular tour 

to date.  Mark your calendars for the fourth Saturday, this October 25th. 

 

Also at the joint meeting, the results of the Base election were announced.  The only 

contested position was Base Commander, and I was reelected by only one vote over my 

friend Frank McCoy.  Aside from his informal position as our resident Submarine 

Encyclopedia, Frank’s the member I’ve known longest.  Always a good Shipmate, he took me 

under his wing over 10 years ago when I joined in San Diego.  We’ve supported each other 

down there as well as up here in Bonefish.  Had the election tipped the other way I’d have 

been delighted to continue that support for him in this position. 

 

Truth is, it’s a sign of a good, healthy organization when the election isn’t just a rubber stamp 

affair.  We have a great Base here because of the great EBoard that runs it.  As we continue to 

evolve I hope more of you will feel called to add your gifts to that endeavor as Dan Rowland 

has chosen to do.   Translation; two years from now it would be welcome if we had multiple 

candidates for each of the positions… 

 

Your Executive Board for the 2014-2015 year is; 



Base Cdr:  Frank Campbell 

Senior Vice Cdr: Mike Williamson 

Junior Vice Cdr: Dan Rowland 

Secretary:  Daryl Brock 

Treasurer: Brick Noyes 

 

Additionally, both COB Bob Schive and Chaplain Don Noyes are informal members at the 

request of the EBoard. 

 

King Remembers 2014 will be upon us a week from this Friday-March 21
st

.  I’ve not yet heard 

for sure if the Los Angeles Class float will be there or not.  It would certainly be a great 

addition to our annual trek there.  For those of you attending, we won’t be having an off-site 

luncheon afterwards-but hope to grab the lunch they provide and congregate with all the 

Subvets somewhere over on bleachers if possible.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Next item to share with you is our Memorial Dedication.  It’s now set for 1030 Saturday April 

5
th

 at Riverside National Cemetery.  Daryl and I did a site visit there yesterday.  The cemetery 

staff is enthusiastic in their support and we’ll be able to put on a vibrant ceremony even no 

matter how many folks show up.  Among the participants will be our friend Jeff Crumbaker 

whose generosity made all this possible.  In addition, Mike Goldware will be reflecting on the 

eight Medal of Honor recipients who wore Dolphins.  Mike is known as the real catalyst 

behind the establishment of the National Medal of Honor Memorial there.  It’s impressive, 

and you’ll be able to see it across the lake from where our program is being held.  Some of 

you will want to visit it up close after we’re done. 

 

The program will also include a Tolling of all 65 Boats on Eternal Patrol as well as a 21 gun 

salute and Taps.  FYI, I’m attaching to this message a photo of the completed Plaque I 

received from Daryl.    

 

Positions Needed:  There are three appointed positions the Base needs to fill; storekeeper, 

webmaster and newsletter editor.  We need three folks out there to fill these spots-please 

give it some thought to see if one of those slots could be done by you.  They’re all GS-12 

positions, so the pay is three times what the Base Commander gets.  And you’d be doing a 

real service to the Base. 

 

Our binnacle list this month includes John Raplee.  John visited us at the December meeting, 

and will hopefully be able to join us again for another meeting soon.  Brick was at the EBoard 

meeting last Saturday, looking good but still recovering from his shoulder surgery.  He reports 

that Marti is still struggling with her sciatica as well.  And Rita Kilpatrick is still dealing with 

her chemo treatments.  Please keep them all in your thoughts and prayers-and take good 

care of yourself so I don’t have to include you in here as well… 

 

 



Finally, this month we’re going to share three comments collected from the Evaluation 

Reports of various British Naval Officers.   

 

1. “His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of curiosity.” 

2. “I do not recommend allowing this officer to breed.” 

3. “This man is depriving a village somewhere of its idiot.” 

 

Y’ gotta love those Limeys… 

 

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 


