
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

This month’s Calendar Boat is another Tom Clancy Boat, USS Dallas (SSN-700.)  Commissioned 

18 July 1981, Dallas is scheduled for decommissioning next year.  That would be 36 years of 

service.  At this time the disposition of Dallas is undecided but there's effort in Dallas, Texas 

to acquire and display Dallas in a proposed Maritime Museum.   What are the chances the 

Navy's going to allow a 688 Class to be put on display??  And,  I wonder what the total 

number of officers and enlisted will be that have served aboard in that time period.  (Sirago, 

the Boat I served on, had a smaller crew and was decommissioned after 25 years.  Our 

number is over 1600.) 

 

Our well attended January meeting featured our friend Charlie MacVean's sharing his  

experience back in the '70's integrating a ship with a 40% female crew in only two weeks.  

How could anyone have known that 50 hair dryers going on at the same time would knock 

out the ship's propulsion--unless you had to try it?   

 

As always, Charlie was interesting, engaging and charming.  For his third Bonefish appearance 

we're hoping to have a special program this year featuring Charlie and Admiral Rickover.  

Discussion at the EBoard included the logistics of an open meeting hosting other USSVI 

members.  Who wouldn't enjoy an overview of Admiral Rickover seasoned with  Charlie's 

unique, up close and personal perspective? 

 

Our February meeting includes another up close and personal insight.   George Kinnison's 

topic will be his "Saga of the USS Sawfish and the loss of the USS Wahoo."  Be ready for some 

extraordinary firsthand perspective of that time.  

 

February brings with it our Election of Officers.   The results will be tallied and announced at 

this month's meeting.  I've attached a PDF copy of the ballot.  Please cast your vote and 

return it to Don Noyes via email or snail mail. 

 

Don's email address is binksnme@aol.com.  His mailing address is: 

Don Noyes 

1015 W. Palm Avenue 

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

Our Base activity level starts ramping up again next month.  Calendar dates include; 

 

March 18:  King High Remembers 

April 16:     March ARB Air Show  (we intend to participate w/Navy League) 

April 26:     Rancho Remembers  

April 30:     Salute to Veterans Parade Riverside   

May 25:      Corona HS Veterans Celebration 



Lastly, my final installment of sarcastic Submarine Nostalgia-was it really like this? 

 
"Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle of the bathtub and 

move the shower head to chest level.  When you take showers, make sure you 

turn off the water while you soap down." 

"Sleep on the shelf in your closet.  Replace the closet door with a curtain. 

Have your spouse whip open the curtain about 3 hours after you go to sleep, 

shine a flashlight in your eyes, and say "Sorry, wrong rack..." 

"Every couple of weeks, dress up in your best clothes and go to the scummiest 

part of town.  Find the most run down, trashiest bar, and drink beer until 

you're hammered.  Then walk all the way home." 

"Put the headphones from your stereo on your head, but don't plug them in. 

Hang a paper cup around your neck on a string.  Stand in front of the stove 

and speak into the paper cup, "Stove manned and ready."  After an hour or so, 

speak into the cup again "Stove secured."  Roll up the headphones and paper 

cup and stow them in a shoe box." 

"Post a menu on the kitchen door informing your family that they are having 

steak for dinner.  Then make them wait in line for an hour. When they finally 

get to the kitchen, tell them you are out of steak, but they can have dried 

ham or hot dogs.  Repeat daily until they ignore the menu and just ask for 

hot dogs."  

 

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 


