
COMMANDER’S CORNER  

Shipmates,  

Our next meeting is this Saturday at the Spaghetti Factory in Redlands, and you’re in for a 
treat.   Our speaker is my friend Bob Hartnett, and his topic is “10 Myths About Social 
Security.”  Until his recent retirement, Bob was the Public Affairs Liaison for the Social 
Security Administration here in our area.  Bob’s presentations are always well received and 
very informative.  Whichever side of retirement you find yourself, you’ll learn something 
new. 

Off the Binnacle List and back with us this month will be Don Noyes.  I talked to him the other 
day and he says he’s recovered from that nasty bout of flu and looking forward to joining us 
again at our meeting.   

Joining the Binnacle list is Mike Williamson.  On Friday he’s getting his third knee 
replacement and will be recovering for the next few weeks.  Mike’s cell number is 
909.754.0326, and he tells me he’d welcome your calls. 

The last report on shipmate John Raplee is that he’s continuing to recover his mobility, and 
still staying over at Braswell’s on Fourth street in Yucaipa.  Like Willie, John’s cell phone is 
active and he’d like to hear from us. 

There is no shortage of Subvet activities in the next few weeks.  High on the list is King 
Remembers on March 15th.  You can’t find a better way to spend a Friday morning.  The 
following Friday (22nd) will be the annual Tolling of the Boats/Old Timer’s Lunch on board Sub 
Base San Diego.  April 6th marks the 50th anniversary of the loss of USS Thresher.  Mike 
Williamson took the helm on that, as all the Bases were asked to provide a picture of Base 
members along with a tribute to our fallen shipmates.  The actual ceremony that day will be 
transmitted live via internet from Portsmouth Naval Shipyard @ 1600 that day, courtesy of 
the sponsoring USS Thresher Base.  

Our Bonefish Base is also signed up for the Riverside Veteran’s Day parade on Saturday, April 
20th.  More on that as it develops. 

Finally, I’m looking forward to awarding his Certificate to new Holland Club member Al 
Kilpatrick at our next meeting.  It arrived intact the Monday after our last meeting-so he’ll get 
that and Don Noyes will get his 60 year hashmark as well. 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

Frank 

 



            

 

 

 

Then we were able to tour the USS Hampton (SSN-767). Several people agreed this was the 
best Boat Tour we’ve had. They broke us into two groups, and we spent the better part of an 
hour onboard. The crew was most hospitable; our guides were as patient and open as we 
could have hoped for, and therefore lots of time for questions and camaraderie. We were 
joined by Smay shipmate Jack Ferguson and his wife JoAnn, who afterwards hosted us to a 
lovely meal together at the Southwestern Yacht Club. We were also joined by Smay members 
Rocky Rockers, George and Gary Kinnison, as well as Rocky. It was a wonderful conclusion to 
a fine day.  

Not surprisingly, somebody had to contrast our fine meal at the Yacht Club with the Corvette 
Grille incident the year before. Doesn’t the Statute of Limitations apply here somewhere?  

That following Wednesday found several of us at Trunk or Treat-the Halloween function at 
Loma Linda’s Ronald McDonald House. Andy’s traveling Submarine Billboard (his tricked out 
Lincoln Stealthmobile) provided an appropriate trunk full of treats. Willie showed up with a 
mobile klaxon he’d put together inside an old ammo box. We told a couple of the kids that in 
order to be an honorary submariner they had to sound the diving alarm. The looks on their 
faces when it went off was priceless. It also saw service in response to a hovering sheriff’s 
helicopter sounding its siren. Everyone there enjoyed the contest, and yes-I do believe the 
klaxon won out…  

Finally-on our binnacle list. Shipmate John Raplee is still recovering at Braswell’s skilled 
nursing facility in Yucaipa. The address is 13542 Second Street, Yucaipa, and his phone 
number is (909) 816-8567. Chaplain Don Noyes says the latest operation gave him some 
feeling in his lower half but he’s still paralyzed and would welcome hearing from us. Please 
consider taking a few minutes to support John and help speed his further recovery.  

Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note:  

“Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle of the bathtub. Move the shower 
head to chest level. When you take showers, make sure you turn off the water while you 
soap down.”  

Let me wish each of you Fair Winds and a Following Sea.  

I hope to see you at our Holiday meeting.  



Frank 

 


