
COMMANDER’S CORNER 

  

Hello Shipmates, 

  

This month’s Calendar Boat is the final Los Angeles Class Boat, USS Cheyenne (SSN-773.)  

Commissioned 13 December 1996, Cheyenne was the first ship to launch Tomahawk missiles 

at Saddam Hussein in the first Iraq war.  In Tom Clancy's novel "SSN" she single handedly 

wipes out most of the Chinese Navy and brings what's left to their knees.  Information on 

what she's really doing is hard to find.  Whatever that might be, it's comforting to know she's 

probably doing things she isn't doing in places where she isn't-and that we're certainly safer 

for her being there. 

 

Sorting through the Hull number responses from last month, plank owner Jacques Abel 

served on the Thresher (SS-200) and at every parade we display the flag given us by George 

Ozanich from his time on the USS Saury (SS-189).  It appears, however, the distinction of 

being the active Bonefish member who served on the lowest numbered is John Beckett USS 

Cero (SS-225).  George Kinnison still warrants recognition for qualifying on USS Sawfish (SS-

276) 18 years before John qualified on his first Boat.   

 

The runner up, however, goes to Frank McCoy who acquired his nickname aboard the USS 

Croaker (SS-246) before he served on the USS Grouper (SS-214). 

 

As to the highest number by an active Bonefish member, the mystery continues.  I'm sure it's 

in the 700's... 

 

All our Bonefish meetings are good, but-if you can attend only one meeting in 2016-our 

January meeting is the one not to miss.  At his last visit with us, Charlie McVean gave us his 

version of the preface to "Blind Man's Bluff."  This time we will hear about his integration of a 

100% male crew to 60% male/40% female within a two week time frame.  I suspect Charlie's 

insights will be different than what we might expect.  And you know it's going to be a treat. 

 

Finally, another installment of Submarine Nostalgia-primarily for diesel boat sailors; 

 

"Former Enginemen-bring your lawn mower into the living room, and run it all day long." 

Mind your bubble, folks.   

Frank 


