
USSVI BONEFISH BASE 
(SS-223) & (SS-582) 
Redlands, California 

March 28, 2015 
OUR CREED: 
Our organization’s purpose is “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds and 
supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments   Pledge 
loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 
 
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all 
Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as 
Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 
 
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 
remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will 
also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our 
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom and lifestyle 
we enjoy today.” 
 
1201 Hours: 
At the sound of the klaxon, Commander Frank Campbell convened the meeting of the Bonefish 
Base. John Beckett, Daryl Brock and Mike Williamson read our creed.  Joe Canchola led those 
present in the Pledge of Allegiance. Don Noyes gave the opening prayer.  Don Noyes and Bob 
Schive then reported the boats lost in the month of March. 
  
Tolling of the Boats: 
 
USS Perch (SS-176) 
 
Lost on March 3,1942 near Java with no immediate loss of life, while on her 1st war patrol. She 
survived 2 severe depth chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese destroyers. The 
crew abandoned ship and scuttled her. Of the 61 officers and men taken prisoner, 55 survived the 
war and six died as POWs. 
 
USS Grampus (SS-207) 
 
Lost on March 5,1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, on her 6th war patrol. She was lost in 
Vella Gulf, sunk after engaging 2 Japanese Destroyers.  
 
USS H-1 (SS-28) 
 
Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to swim to shore after grounding on 
a shoal off Santa Margarita Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico. Vestal (AR-4), 
pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only to have her sink 45 minutes later in 
some 50 feet of water. She was originally named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1.  
 
USS Triton (SS-201) 
 
Lost on March 15,1943 with the loss of 74 men. She was sunk north of the Admiralty Islands 
during a fight with 3 Japanese Destroyers. Triton was the 1st boat to engage the enemy in 



December 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine and a destroyer.  
 
USS Kete (SS-369) 
 
Lost on March 20,1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men at the end of her 2nd war patrol. 
Probably sunk near Okinawa, by a Japanese submarine that itself was subsequently lost.  
 
USS F-4 (SS-23) 
 
Lost on March 25, 1915 with the lost of 21 men. She foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when 
acid corrosion of the lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the battery compartment, 
causing loss of control. She was raised in August 1915.  
 
USS Tullibee (SS-284) 
 
Lost on March 26,1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, on her 4th war patrol. It's believed 
she was a victim of a circular run by one of her own torpedoes. The lookout was the only 
survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese prisoner.  
 
USS Trigger (SS-237) 
 
Lost on March 26,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, on her 12th war patrol. She was lost 
during a combined attack by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft. Trigger ranked 7th in 
total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in number of ships sunk. 
 
Tolling of the Boats was followed by a moment of silent prayer.   
 
Those in attendance introduced themselves. 
Sailing List: 
 
Members   
John Beckett Mike Williamson Joe Canchola 

Daryl Brock Don Noyes Frank Campbell 

Frank McCoy Brick Noyes Bob Schive 

Dan Rowland   

   

   

Associate Members   

Jan Noyes Shirley Williamson  

   

Honored Guests   

Pat McCoy Cheryl Beckett  

   

   

 
Minutes: 
February 28, 2014 minutes are posted on the website with copies available for review at the 
meeting.  It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the minutes. 
 
 
 



Starting Balance  $2,513.88 
Expenses   

 Opportunity drawing Bob Schive -$30.00 

 Dave Norton National Dues #1137 -$20.00 

 Boat Sponsorship Topeka & San Francisco #1134 -$60.00 

 Website Marty Bruce #1135 ($143.88-$30.00 dues) -$113.88 

 Speaker Lunch #1136 -$35.00 

 Reimbursement Brick for dues paid #1138 -$40.00 

 Reimbursement Bob Schive stores & Corona Parade  -$69.74 

Total Expenses  -$368.62 
   

Income   

 Opportunity Drawing $90.00 

 National Dues and base dues Dave Norton $40.00 

 Base Dues Waterman & Bruce $30.00 

 Base patches $2.00 

Total Income  $162.00 
Ending Balance  $2,307.26 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer’s report for the month of February 2015 was reported and it was moved, seconded and 
passed to approve the report. 
 
Binnacle List:  
Includes Irene Baker (Jack), Al and Rita Kilpatrick, Andy Anderson, Dennis Fuqua 
 
Old Business: 
The float is now housed at Flabob Airport. 
Those attending King High Remembers related their experiences. 
 
Good of the Order: 
Reminder of upcoming meetings/activities: 
Salute to Veterans Parade Riverside – April 18; MOMM2 Bob Bell 1943 USS S-32(SS-137) will 
be our honored guest on the float during the parade. 
George Kinnison will be our speaker at our regular April 25 meeting. 
Rancho Cucamonga High School – April 28 
Corona High School – May 20 
High Desert Marines Car Show in Victorville June 6 
In lieu of our June meeting, we will be participating in the Oceanside July 4th parade on June 27 
Corona July 4th parade on July 4 
All of these as well as future meetings/activities are listed on the Bonefish Base Website, with 
more information. 
 
Mike Williamson spoke about the bike ride on the way to the B-Girls reunion.  He also shared 
information on the Fin Project where submarine planes are mounted to look like Orca fins. 
Dan Rowland shared information on Paul’s Coffee Shop, 16947 Bushard Street, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92708; a restaurant operated by a Marine and his Navy father that celebrates 
veterans. 
 
The Base Commander then introduced our program, where each member present was asked to 
share a special memory of their time in submarines.  Frank McCoy started the program off with a 



display of his challenge coins and then related how challenge coins came into being during 
World War I.  Various memories included mess cook, half way night, a sub collision, President 
Nixon, Hong Kong and flags, Christmas eve and day celebration on board, the 73rd Pearl Harbor 
memorial service, a trim dive wakeup, and sweet air.  See if you can figure out from our sailing 
list who related what story. 
 
Adjournment: 
The Base Commander adjourned the meeting at 1318. Lunch was enjoyed by all, as well as the 
silent auction. 
                
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Daryl E. Brock   
Secretary   
 
Meeting Dates: 
The Bonefish Base (SS-223)/(SS-582) meets at 1200 hours on the fourth Saturday of the 
month.  Currently, meetings are being held at The Old Spaghetti Factory, 1635 Industrial 
Park Avenue, Redlands, CA 92374 


