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Bob Schive, RM1 (SS)) 

Served from June 1969 to August 1979 

Qualified in 1971 on USS Puffer (SSN 652) 

Also served on the USS Parche SSN-683 and the USS 

Drum SSN-677 

 

Bob was born in Phoenix, AZ while his dad was in the Coast Guard serving on the 

West Coast.  Moved to Philadelphia, PA where he lived until 1962, at which time 

the family moved to Huntington Beach, CA.  Bob attended Mater Dei High School 

and Golden West Junior College, before deciding to join the Navy 

 

In 1969, he joined the Navy rather than be drafted into the Army.  The thought of a 

warm bunk over sleeping in a foxhole was more enticing.  Basic training was in San 

Diego, California.  He attended Radioman “A” and “C” school in San Diego.  It 

was in Radioman “A” school where they did a presentation of submarines that 

caught his attention, and thought it was what he wanted to do.  After “C” school 

instead of going to Sub School he was sent straight to the USS Puffer, home ported 

in Hawaii.  They said there was a shortage of Radioman on the boats, due to 

Vietnam.  With the addition of Bob, there were now 6 Radiomen on Puffer, so 

much for a shortage and straight to the seaman gang he went.   During Bob’s tour 

on Puffer he made several West Pac cruises visiting Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, Guam, Philippines, Okinawa, oh and wonderful Adak, Alaska.  There’s 

a story there.   

 

Bob reenlisted on Puffer while in the Tonkin Gulf with the guarantee of additional 

training and new construction.  So off to New London for so many classes he can’t 

remember.  He was then sent to Pascagoula, MS for new construction on board the 

USS Parche (SSN 683).  He remained on board Parche after new construction and 

sea trials to move its homeport to Charleston, SC.  There he was able to visit more 

of the world going to Puerto Rico, St Croix, St Thomas, and of course places up and 

down the eastern seaboard.   

 

Bob departed Parche late 1974 for shore duty at NAS Los Alamitos for two years.  

This duty was 2 radiomen working 8-5 Monday through Friday.  Bob thought he 



had died and gone to heaven.  He says that was the fastest 2 years he can ever 

remember.  From there he went to the USS DRUM (SSN 677).  Drum was in 

overhaul at Bremerton, WA.  After the overhaul he was able to add British 

Columbia to his list of countries visited along with ports of call down the western 

seaboard.  Homeport was San Diego.  Bob Left the Drum and the regular Navy on 

December 7, 1978.  He was awarded the good conduct medal and star for 8 years of 

not being caught, National Defense medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and the MUC 

for one of Puffer’s West Pac cruises.  He is especially proud of his Citation from 

COMSUBGRU Five for his duty on Drum during its overhaul.  He was a RM2 (SS) 

at the time and the leading radioman.  He says this is where the shortage finally 

caught up with him. 

 

Bob did join the reserves after leaving the regular Navy but that didn’t last too long.  

He was discharged in 1980 due to him being dissatisfied with being assigned to a 

destroyer and he wanted like heck to get back to the boats. 

 

Bob met Lyn in 1979 and after a world wind affair of 3 months they were married 

and have been married 33 years.  They have 4 boys and 1 lone daughter.  The 

family continues to grow as they have 2 granddaughters and 4 grandsons, and 

doggone proud of each and every one.  Bob went to work for Pacific Bell in 1980, 

which then became Pacific Telesis, then SBC, and now AT&T.  He has 32 years 

and is looking forward to retiring some time down the road. 

In addition to Life membership in the Bonefish Base and USSVI, Bob is also a 

member of the American Legion and the CFO of Lyn’s business.  He enjoys his 

grandchildren, traveling, golf, cards and wishes he had time to work on his Jeep so 

it could be restored to what it was like when he bought it in 1976. 

 


