
USSVI BONEFISH BASE 
(SS-223) & (SS-582) 
Redlands, California 

April 27, 2013 

 
OUR CREED: 
Our organization’s purpose is “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds and 
supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments   Pledge 
loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution. 
 
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all 
Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as 
Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 
 
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 
remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will 
also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our 
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom and lifestyle 
we enjoy today.” 
 
1202 Hours: 
Commander Frank Campbell convened the meeting of the Bonefish Base. Mike Williamson, 
Dean Leeuwen and Lynn Schive read Our Creed. Bob Schive led the members present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Don Noyes gave the opening prayer and conducted the MIA ceremony.  
Joe Canchola and Johnny Meyer then reported the boats lost in the month of January. 
 
Tolling of the Boats: 
The following boats were lost during the month of April: 
 
USS Pickerel (SS-177) 
 
Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, while on her 7th war patrol. She was 
lost off Honshu. The exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her OP area 
contained numerous minefields. 
 
USS Snook (SS-279) 
 
Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men. Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese 
tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th in the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan Island, 
possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine.  
 
USS Thresher (SSN-593) 
 
Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members and 17 civilian technicians during 
deep-diving exercises. 15 minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with USS Skylark 
that she was having problems. Skylark heard noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then, 
silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves 
and bits of internal insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had 
broken up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 miles 
east of Boston.  



 
USS Gudgeon (SS-211) 
 
USS Gudgeon (SS-211) was lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 79 men off Saipan. Winner 
of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon was on her 12th war patrol and most likely due to a 
combined air and surface antisubmarine attack.  
 
Gudgeon was the first US submarine to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. 
On her first patrol, she became the first US submarine to sink an enemy warship, picking off the 
submarine I-173.  
 
USS Grenadier (SS-210) 
 
Lost on April 22,1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss of life. She was on her 6th war 
patrol. While stalking a convoy, she was spotted by a plane and dove. While passing 130 feet, 
the plane dropped a bomb causing sever damage. She was lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the 
crew spent hours fighting fires and flooding. When she surfaced, she had no propulsion and was 
attacked by another plane. While she shot down the plane. When enemy ships arrived, the CO 
abandoned ship and scuttled the boat. Of the 61 crew members taken prisoner, 57 survived the 
war. 
 
Tolling of the Boats was followed by a moment of silent prayer.   
 
Those in attendance introduced themselves. 
Sailing List: 
 
Members   
George Kinnison Joe Canchola Bob Schive 

Frank Campbell Mike Williamson George O’Zanich 

Don Noyes Brick Noyes Johnny Meyer 

Daryl Brock Dean Van Leeuwen Jack Baker 

   

   

   

Associate Members   

Alyce Abels Shirley Williamson Jan Noyes 

   

   

Honored Guests   

Gary Kinnison Sally Van Leeuwen Derek Cantrell 

Marcia Campbell Lynn Schive  

   

 
Minutes: 
March 23, 2013 minutes are posted on the website with copies available for review at the 
meeting.  It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the minutes as written and available. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Base Treasurer Brick Noyes presented the Treasurers Report for the month of March 2013 as 
follows: 
 



Starting Balance  $3,772.15 
Expenses   

Ck#1096 Donated to the USS Thresher Service Fund $215.00 

CK#1095 Pd for metal for trailer repair $37.17 

 Frank raffle winner donated back to base $20.00 

CK#1097 Paid for website $107.80 

   

   

Total Expenses  $379.97 
   

Income   

 Raffle $65.00 

 Donations $20.00 

 Donations for USS Thresher Service Fund $115.00 

   

   

   

   

Total Income  $200.00 
Ending Balance  $3,592.18 
   
 
It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the treasurers report. 
 
Binnacle List: 
John Raplee, John Anderson, Rita Kilpatrick 
 
Old Business: 
Frank Campbell reported on website progress. 
Daryl Brock reported on memorial plaque progress. 
 
New Business: 
All members were reminded that our May meeting will be during Memorial Day weekend, and 
we will honor and remember our members on eternal patrol. 
 
Adjournment: 
The Base Commander adjourned the meeting at 1:05 for lunch and raffle.  The program was 
Storytime, where various members shared their sea stories .  An enjoyable time was had by all.                                     
                
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Daryl E. Brock   
Secretary   
 
Meeting Dates: 
The Bonefish Base (SS-223)/(SS-582) meets at 1200 hours on the fourth Saturday of the 
month.  Currently meetings are being held at The Old Spaghetti Factory, 1635 Industrial 
Park Avenue, Redlands, CA 92374 


