
Minutes for Bonefish Monthly Meeting 
 

September 26, 2009 
 
 Base Commander Mike Williamson called the meeting to order at 12 noon.   

 
 A moment of silence prayer to remember our Shipmates who made the supreme 

sacrifice, so that we may gather here in peace. 
 
 Conducted Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 Read the names of the boats lost during the month of September.  

 
o  S-5 (SS-110) 9/1/1920 
o USS Grayling (SS 209) 9/9/1943 
o S-51 (SS 162)  9/25/1925 
o USS Cisco (SS 290)  (/28/1943 

 
 Introductions were conducted by all those in attendance 
 
 Mike read the minutes of the last meeting.  Kent Weekly motioned that they be 

accepted, Johnny Meyer 2nd. 
 
Call for Committee Reports 
 
 Mike reported out on the USSVI Convention.  Reported that our own Senior Vice 

Commander Bob Schive helped out Scamp and San Diego Bases pull it off.  Mike 
was proud to say he saw him on numerous occasions.  Base Commanders Breakfast, 
then dinner at the Banquet with his lovely bride Lyn.  Mike reported that he also ran 
into our Junior Vice Johnny Meyer a couple of times.  He was accompanied by his 
beautiful daughter Elaine, who is an associate member of our base. 

 
 Treasurer report was read.  I apologized for not getting the amounts.  Was not 

prepared to do the minutes until at this moment when I realized they would need to be 
done. Copy can be obtained from the Treasurer.  

 
o Discussion regarding the overage for the Plaque and what to do with it.  It 

was discussed that the overage go to the bases that donated, by the 
percentage of what they contributed in determining what they would get 
back.  Bob motioned that be the process followed, Jerry C. 2nd. 

 
 
 
 
 



MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
 Bonefish Website - Mike reported that Brick Noyes has been working on the National 

Bonefish Base website.  Don Noyes is on vacation. 
 
 Bob Cox and Johnny Meyer are working on this. 

o Johnny Meyer passed out flyers.   
o Johnny also discussed an individual who was an active duty member that 

has been discharged.  He is going to try and get him to join Bonefish Base. 
o Johnny also brought up that Mike Bircumshaw will provide list of 

archived members.  The list will include those in the local area that have 
not paid fees for 3 years, have dropped out within the past 5 years, and a 
list of about 6000 that are eligible to be members. 

o We should feel free to contact via phone or email. 
 
MEMORIALS AND CEREMONIES 
 
 Dave Harnish, past Western Region Director, Sub Vets RV Club Wagon Master, 

also Perch and Bremerton Base member was killed on his motorcycle September 19, 
when he was broadsided by a driver, reportedly to be 18 year old girl, who was 
suspected of a drug related DUI, and running a red light.  Dave lived in Phoenix and 
was a retired QMCM(SS), having retired in 1978.  He served on a number of 
submarines, and was COB on Gurnard 1970-1972.  His last sea duty was aboard 
USS Dolphin.  Many of us got to spend some time with Dave at the San Diego 
Convention, and little did we know it would be our last opportunity to see our friend 
and shipmate.  Dave lost his wife to cancer in 2007, and is survived by three 
daughters and a son.  Expressions of sympathy to the family may be sent to his 
daughter Lorie Bergstedt, at 6509 W. Devnonshire Ave, Phoenix, AZ  85033.  Final 
arrangements are pending. 

 
 Bonefish Base has had a number of birthdays this month.  To start our Secretary Izar 

Martinez was born September 8th.  Then Life Member Kent Weekly was born on 
September 14th.  Life Member Frank Campbell was born on September 16th, then 
last, but not least, Holland Club Member John Raplee was born on September 22nd. 

 
 Mike Bircumshaw asked to explain more about the Caps For Kids.  He explained 

that Richard Petty had endorsed this fine program.  He explained the article on page 
2 of the American Submariner.  Suggested that we used Richard Petty’s endorsement 
to its full capacity. 

 
 Mike Bircumshaw also thanked the Bonefish members for their part in helping him 

being elected for the Joe Negri award.  He would not have received it, if not for all 
the help and support he received. 

 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mike went over the various positions that had been filled during the last meeting. 

o Don Noyes – Chaplin 
o Johnny Meyer – Junior Vice Commander 
o George Riolo - Storekeeper 
o Bob Schive – Senior Vice Commander 

 
 Mike brought up the San Diego 52 Boats Memorial, that it is still a work in progress.  

Mike explained that he inspected the display in the Memorials Room at the 
Convention.  He reported that he found the inscription was wrong.  Instead of WRD6 
in read WRD3.  Mike located Doug Smay on the forth day of the Convention and 
pointed it out to him.  Doug said he would correct it.  The letter of acknowledgement 
is posted on the website. 
 

 Roncador SVWWII plague donations have exploded!  We are over quota now and 
after the plaque is mounted, we have a dedication, and will make sure all expenses 
are out of the way.  The Treasurer and Mike will redistribute the funds back to the 
donators in the percentage that the donated.  In other words, the more they donated, 
the more they will get back.  Our Web Master, Bob Cox, has added a chart and is 
posted on the website.  Mike was also able, at the e-board meeting at the 
Convention, to finish acquiring the assistance from the USSVI Charitable 
Foundation Memorial Fund.  Ray Wewers, the USSVCF Memorial Chairman and 
member of the Razorback Base, assisted Mike in convincing the last guy on the CF 
Board to approve it and then it went to the Treasurer.  The day after Mike made it 
home; Brick called and said the $1,000.00 check had arrived.  This amount was over 
and above what Bob Miller requested from the other bases.  The donation list is as 
follows. 

o USSVCF - $1,000.00 
o Scamp Base - $850.00 
o San Diego Base - $400.00 
o Bonefish Base - $370.00 
o LA Pasadena Base - $370.00 
o Trieste Base - $370.00 
o First Coast Base - $25.00 
o USS Florida Base - $25.00 
o John Walker - $20.00 
o Cash from Convention - $24.67 
Total Amount - $3,454.67 
 

We are $489.67 over.  To date we have paid 50% of estimate of $1,482.50.  Mike 
Bircumshaw has tried to speak with Captain Paul Marconie, the CO of Submarine 
Base San Diego.  He is hoping to have the dedication on the fourth Thursday of 
October. 

 
 



 
 Mike Williamson announced that he won part of the Sub Vets 50/50 Opportunity 

Drawing.  T. Michael Bircumshaw told Willie that he won $350.00.  That he was 8 
of 10 people who won.  Mike explained that he had his picture taken with Paul 
Bassinette, the Base Commander for San Diego Base, at the Convention Banquet.  
He thanked everyone for their participation, as this is one of the major money 
builders for our Treasury throughout the year. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Kent Weekly has forwarded the plans to Mike via email, regarding our desire to work 
with Scamp and Trieste Bases on building a “Tri-Base Float, Bill Anderson (Associate 
Member) says he can work with the scan and is going to convert it into software for a 
computer aided design.  We still need to form a committee.  There will be fund raising 
needed to be done, as well as labor after we get started.  Bob Schive has informed Willie 
that he is working with his employer to see if they will donate any funds.   Willie learned 
at the Convention that companies can donate to our Base through the USSVCF, as they 
are separate from USSVI for tax reasons. 
 
On October 3rd, Trieste Base is having a picnic at the Murrieta Duck Pond from 0900 to 
1500.  Contact Kent Weekly if interested. 
 
November 11 is the Murrieta Veterans Day Parade.  Again, contact Kent Weekly as we 
should all stick together for a greater showing.  There is also a ground breaking for the 
Veterans Memorial at noon. 
 
The 2010 USSVI Calendars are here.  Cost is $10. 
 
There will be a Halloween Party at Rick Bingham’s house on the Ortega Highway on 
October 24.  Need a firm count on who is going, and it is a costume party.   
 
The Scamp Base food fest is at the same time. 
 
Johnny brought up the email that Willie sent out regarding the 3 questions that were from 
the National. 
 
What can the USSVI E-Board (remember this includes all Region Directors and District 
Commanders) do for you and your Base? 
 
What can your Base, Base Commander, and District Commander do to support the 
USSVI E-Board? 
 
What can your Base, Base Commander, and District Commander do to offer more 
support to our Museum Boats? 
 



What can be done to get more involvement from Base Officers, District Commanders, 
and Regional Commanders in utilizing and posting to the BBS? 
 
Some discussion was conducted, but it all comes down to “Communication”. 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
It is annual DUES TIME.  Get your dues in by 12/31/2009.  Talk to your base members 
who are “annual” members and ask them, politely of course, to get their dues in. 
 
No one likes chasing down shipmates, and shipmates never want to be bugged about it, 
but the hard truth is your organization needs the money if Sub Vets is to function, both on 
a base and national level. 
 
National Dues are only $20.00 per year, but remind them that they can get a 3 year deal 
for $55.00 and a 5 year deal for $90.00 
 
If you are one of the 4,091 annual members, who need to renew their membership, please 
help out your Base Commander by paying your dues early.  Don’t let your shipmates lose 
their longevity toward the Holland Club or miss a copy of the American Submariner.  
 
Ship them Over.  Keep your shipmates on board; they are hard to come by.  It is easier by 
far to keep them than it is to find new ones…… 
 
LET’S HAVE A “ZERO LOSS” YEAR……. 
 
From Mike Bircumshaw, recruit from the inside.  Actually, this is combination of 
Recruiting and Retention.  All you need do is ask and I will provide you with a list if all 
of our shipmates who live in your area, some of which can be recruited to your base. 
 

1. They are comprised of MAL’s (Members at large) who do not belong to a base; 
they might want to talk to someone. 

2. There are most likely members in your area who belong to bases that are many 
hundreds of miles away, because they have relocated.  They make fine “dual” 
members and may consider becoming a “primary” member at your base.  Primary 
or dual, they rate the same consideration as those terms only relate to “where 
Primary” members vote on National issues.  They are full members of each base 
they belong to. 

3. There are ex-members in your area that may consider coming back on board if 
someone will just invite them.  In any case it cam make for an interesting 
conversation about the Boats they sailed on and the reasons they dropped out of 
Sub Vets in the first place. 

 
SSMC – Silent Service Motorcycle Club.  If you know any USSVI members who ride a 
motorcycle (even Associate Member) let them know about the SSMC.  Willie and Kent 



Weekly are “PLANK” members and they need a total of six members to start a 
“Chapter”. 
 
Bob Cox thanked the Bonefish Base and its members for their donations that enabled him 
to attend the San Diego Convention.  He was very appreciative. 
 
We discussed the November meeting date, as it was during the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
Do we move it up or move it back two weeks.  With that it was also brought up that the 
December meeting would be during the Christmas Holiday.   It was motioned by Jerry 
Cornelison and 2nd Bob Schive to combine the November and December meetings into one 
meeting to be held on Saturday, December 12th.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rick to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Johnny.   
 
30/30/30 drawing was held and $30 was voted to go to the USSVCF for Dave Harnish. 
 
Minutes prepared by:  Bob Schive, Bonefish Base Senior Vice Commander 
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