
USS BONEFISH BASE 
(SS-223) & (SS-582) 
Redlands, California 
September 25, 2010 

 
OUR CREED: Our organization’s purpose is “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave 

their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, 
deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments   Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its 
Constitution. 

 
                                                In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way 

for all Submariners to gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common 
heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. 
Submarine Force. 

 
                                               The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the 

perpetual rememberance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice. The 
organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact with about 
the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible 
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

 
 
 
 
1200 Hours: Commander Bob Schive convened the meeting of the Bonefish Base by 

the reading of Our Creed, and a moment of silent prayer. Then lead the 
members present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Tolling of the 
Boats:  The following boats were lost during the month of September: 
 
 USS S-5 (SS-110)                         USS Grayling (SS-209) 
 USS Pompano (SS-181)                        USS S-51 (SS-162)  
                                    USS Cisco (SS-290)   
                                     
                                    The Chaplain Don Noyes then performed the POW / MIA Remembrance 

Ceremony. Closing with a prayer. 
 
 Member Intro.        Base Commander Robert Schive requested that we introduce ourselves and 

provided an opportunity for any visitors to introduce themselves.  
 
Minutes:                   Base Commander asked to for-go reading of the Minutes, that the minutes 

for the July meeting be accepted as posted on the Bonefish Base website. 
Motion made by Brick Noyes, Second by Izar Martinez.  

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Base Commander had recorded on his Meeting Structure for Brick Noyes 

to post the Treasurer’s Report on the website. There was no recording of a 
motion to accept. 



 
  
Committee Reports:   Membership Committee:  Don Noyes and Johnny Meyer gave report. I 

missed as I was ordering pizza with the Base Storekeeper. Recorder was 
not on. I will make it up to you next month. 

 
                                    Kaps 4 Kids: Bob Schive took a show of hands who would be interested 

in a showing at Totally Kids Hospital. Total of nine (9) raised their hands.  
Shirley Williamson stated we should give “Totally Kids” two weeks’ 
notice for visit. She debated whether to give the young boys dolphins or 
not. We decided Base Commander made decision that we give the 
Dolphins at Kaps 4 Kids for all the kids. National Commander asked if we 
were in contact with John Riley who was the National Kaps 4 Kids 
Chairman. Base Commander Schive stated he was in contact, but he was 
still new in the position, and had yet to contact him for more information 
than what he had sent out. Mike Williamson also stated he was contacted 
by John Riley, and had had given information to his wife Shirley. National 
Commander recommended that Shirley become the Kaps 4 Kids Chair for 
Bonefish Base. Base Commander refused as other information was 
pending that we did not know about. It would be handled at a later date. 

                                   Johnny Meyer brought up that he spoke to a Base Commander for the 
North Base from New Jersey at the Convention. He and his wife gave their 
information because they had hats for Kaps 4 Kids which they could not 
use. Johnny seemed to think that we could possibly get them for a good 
price. He wanted to give the information to George Riollo. Base 
Commander put up for a motion to purchase the hats.  Motion made by 
Jacques Abels. Second by John Raplee. There was some question by Don 
Noyes as to how much the hats cost. Johnny stated he had no price. Don 
Noyes said he did not want to pay $5.00 for $3.00 hat. Motion did not 
pass until we get a price through the Base Storekeeper. Mike Williamson 
stated he approached the Base Commander of Trieste Base for their 
participation, and use of their float. Kent stated he would ask his base, but 
saw no problem at this time. Base Commander said he would pursue if 
Trieste Base would like to attend with us.  

                                     
 
 Memorials               Bob Schive asked for a moment of silence for Art Carter. He was veteran of 

WWII, both a member of USSVWWII & USSVI. On September 23, 2010 
he went on Eternal Patrol. He served on the DD-346, BB-31, BB-40, SS-
287, SS-409, SS-563, AS-17, & AD-28. He had attained the rank of 
CWO3 by the time he left the Navy. The National Commander who was 
present brought forward that Shipmate Art Carter Qualified on the Bowfin 
in 1943. And also served all ten (10) war patrols on Bowfin. He was truly 
an American Hero. 

                                     



National Commander T. Michael Bircumshaw presented the Holland Club 
qualification for Jack E. Baker.  

 
                                    T. Michael also said he was going to design a patch for the ladies (for 

putting up with sub sailors).  
 
                                    T. Michael then awarded a National Commanders Challenge Coin to 

Commander Bob Schive for having the highest percentage of base 
members voting in the National Election (71-81% last count). He then 
awarded the Secretary Michael Williamson with one also. 

 
                                    Commander Bob Schive then awarded Frank McCoy with his Five (5) 

year Longevity Pin, and patch.  
 
                                    Frank Campbell had a Birthday on 09-16-2010, and Izar Martinez had a 

Birthday on 09-08-2010, John Raplee had a Birthday on 09-22- 2010, and 
Kent Weekly had a Birthday on 09-14-2010. Associate Member Jan 
Noyes had a Birthday 09-21-2010.  

                                     
 
Old Business: Base Commander asked for a show of hands (7) for attendance to the 

Murrieta Veterans Day Parade, November 11, 2010 seemed like one of the 
more probable parades we would attend.  Number of vehicles is also 
needed by the Base Commander.                              

 
                                    Scamp Base Food Fest fliers offered by the Base Commander.  
 
                                    Scamp Base also asked about Christmas get together involving San Diego, 

Scamp, Trieste, and Bonefish Bases. It will be at “Anthony’s” in Murrieta. 
The date is December 12, at 1300. Head count needed by December 01, 
2010. Let Commander Bob know if you are interested. He will let Roy 
Bannach know. $23.00 per person. 

 
                                    National Election results as follows: National Commander- T. Michael 

Bircumshaw, National Senior Vice Commander- Jon D. Jaques, National 
Junior Vice Commander- Alfred Singleman Jr., National Secretary- 
Thomas Conlon, National Treasurer- John E. Markiewicz, and Immediate 
Past National Commander- Patrick Householder. Jim Dunn was also 
reelected the Western Regional Director. 

 
                                    New Holland Club legislation has put another of our members within 

reach of that award. Joe D. Canchola will be receiving as soon as we can 
get from National 

 
  



New Business:        Dues are due by 12-31-2010. $10.00 for Bonefish Base, and $20.00 for 
National. We need to collect as soon as possible. 

 
                                    Murrieta has a Field of Honor. Those who participated in Murrieta Parade 

last year saw there were about 1100 flags there. The flags will be available 
for $35 each through the Trieste Base. $10.00 of which will go the 
Treasury. Commander Bob was going to contact them to see if we could 
do the same deal so it could benefit our Treasury. Secretary brought 
forward that Trieste Base’s target was each member purchase two (2) 
flags. Contact Commander Bob if you would like to purchase. 

 
                                    November / December meetings being combined on December 11, 2010. 

A show of hands was asked in favor. Motion put forward by Base 
Commander Motion made by Izar Martinez. Seconded by Brick Noyes. 
The Ayes took it.   

 
                                    The Base Commander requested three (3) volunteers to audit the Treasury 

as stated in our By-laws. George Riolo. Mike Williamson and Bob Schive 
volunteered to do this task. 

 
                                    The Base Commander offered WWII veteran George Kinnison who was 

present if he would accept an Honorary Life Membership in Bonefish 
Base.  He stated he would, that he thought he already was a member. The 
National Commander brought forward that he was with him when we 
chartered the base. Base Secretary brought forward that only last year did 
we vote to offer WWII veterans Honorary Life Membership in the Base. 
He had recalled that we even offered Jacques Abels his dues back (which 
he graciously refused). Welcome aboard Shipmate. 

 
                                    Base Commander brought forward that last year the base contributed 

$100.00 to the Joe McGrievy Scholarship at the USSVCF. The Base 
Commander stated that a couple of Base members had already donated 
their raffle winnings to this fund through WRD6 Commander Bob Miller. 
He recommended that we continue this by offering all the procedures from 
the next two meetings (September and October) to this fund. The National 
Commander gave a brief description of Joe McGrievy. Commander Bob 
proposed this donation, Motion by Don Noyes, Seconded by Jacques 
Abels. The Ayes took it again.  

                                                             
                                       
   Sailing List:  Jacques Abels    Henry J. Anderson 
  Jack E. Baker    T. Michael Bircumshaw 
  Daryl E. Brock             Joe D. Canchola 
  Izar A. Martinez  Frank McCoy 
                                                Johnny Meyer                         Donald Noyes 
                                                Everett Noyes                         John Raplee 



                                                George Riolo                          Robert Schive                          
                                                Dean Van Leeuwen               Michael Williamson        
               
                                                Associate Members:  
  Jan Noyes                               Shirley Williamson                         
   
  Honored Guests:   
  George Kinnison                    Pat McCoy                  
                                                Sally Van Leeuwen                Irene Baker 
                                                Marty Bruce                             
                                               
 
Good of the Order:  Veteran’s Aid & Attendance Special Pension program described by the 

Base Commander. He also handed out flyers to those in attendance. 
                                    The next meeting is October 23, 2010 at the American Legion. 
 
                                    Trieste Base is having a picnic at the Duck Pond in Murrieta on October 

03, 2010. Call Kent Weekly for the particulars. The National Commander 
also thanked Dean and Sally for the great meal, and use of their home for 
the last meeting in September. 

 
                                    George Riolo a few people ordered items last month. A couple of people 

asked if there were any more T-shirts purchased from LA Pasadena Base. 
$20.00 each. He stated no, but you can purchase on your own from that 
Base. He then brought up that when he went to the 52 Boat Memorial. 
Many of the names had rates of SD (Stewards). In the early 1920’s the 
Philippines and United States had an agreement that Philippine Nationals 
could join the U.S. Navy. And come to the U.S.A. for a better life. 

 
                                    Mike Williamson brought forward that the Sunday prior I was at the 

Trieste Base meeting. They were selling T-shirts with their logo on the 
back, along with the USSVI logo on the front with the base name. I asked 
if we could do the same to bring funds to the Treasury. It was discussed, 
and the Base Commander said he would see what he could come up with, 
along with Lyn Schive’s resale license we could get a good deal. 

 
                                    Mike Williamson also spoke about the loss of shipmate John Crouse who 

went on Eternal Patrol due to heart condition suffered at the National 
Convention in Cincinnati Ohio. He was the curator of the St. Mary’s 
Submarine Museum in St. Mary’s Georgia.  

 
                                    The National Commander went over the tasks of taking over from the 

previous National Commander. Also the future of USSVI. 
 
                                    Johnny Meyer spoke about his trip to the Convention. Said he kept Frank 

McCoy’s picture off the Post Office wall. They had a great time. 



                                
Adjournment: Don Noyes Moved to adjourn the meeting and John Raplee Seconded the 

motion. Carried. Time: 1307 
                                          
                
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael Williamson   
Secretary   
 
Meeting Dates: The Bonefish Base (SS-223)/ (SS- 582) meets at 1200 hours on the fourth Saturday of the 

month.  The meetings are held at the American Legion Post 106, 820 West State Street, 
Redlands, California.   

 


