
USS BONEFISH BASE 
(SS) 223 & (SS) 582 
Redlands, California 

January 23, 2010 
 

OUR CREED: To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 
duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be 
a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments   Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

 
 
1200 Hours: Commander Williamson convened the meeting of the Bonefish Base by 

reading of Our Creed, and leading the members present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.    

Tolling of the 
Boats:  The following boats were lost during the month of January: 
 
 USS Scorpion (SS-278)  USS Argonaut (SS-166) 
 USS Swordfish (SS-193)  USS S-36 (SS-141) 
                                    USS S-26 (SS-131)                              
 
 Introduction: Commander Williamson requested that all Shipmates 

present introduce themselves and indicate the boats they had served on.   
 
 Commander Williamson provided an opportunity for visitors to introduce 

themselves.  
 
Minutes: It was announced that the minutes of the previous Bonefish Base meeting 

were posted on the Website and a physical copy was available if not read.  
Jacques Abels moved and John Anderson seconded the motion to approve 
the minutes as written.  Motion carried. 

  
Treasurers Report:  Base Treasurer Everett Noyes presented the financial report for December  

2009. 
     Beginning Balance: $ 2,016.01 
     Total Income:        939.00 
     Total Expenses:       537.00 
     Ending Balance:  $2,418.01 
 
                                     Jacques Abels moved and Don Noyes seconded the motion to approve 

the Treasurers Report as written.  Motion carried.  
 
Old Business: Base Elections are a hand. The Nomination Committee: Don Noyes the 

Base Chaplain is the Election Master. George Riolo our Base Storekeeper 
and Jacques Abels are the Election Tellers.  

 



 
 Everett Noyes the Base Treasurer stated he still had three (3) Base 

Members which have not paid membership. It was then stated by the Base 
Commander that if dues were not received by February 01, 2010 those 
personnel would be dropped. They should be reported as MAL to NJVC. 

 
                                    The 2010 Calendars are still available and may be purchased from the 

Base Treasurer. 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Ballots for all Base Members will be sent out as soon as possible after the 

meeting. Don Noyes the Election Master questioned why the Nominating 
Committee could not vote. A Motion was put forward with a majority 
decision to allow the Nominating Committee to vote. It was also stated by 
the Base Commander that Dual and Associate Members also will be 
allowed to vote. 

 
 Senior Vice Commander Bob Schive brought up a topic from National 

Convention that the Force Master Chief spoke about at the Base 
Commanders Breakfast that Base Members should get involved with their 
local Navy Recruiters. Bob reported that there was such an event he set up 
on Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at the Riverside Navy Recruiter by the 
Tyler Mall. And another on Thursday, February 11, 2010. And we were 
also welcome to join them on Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at the Loma 
Linda Medical Center. 

 
                                    The Western Region District Commander election went in favor of the 

incumbent Robert “Bob” Miller. 
 
                                    The National Commander election now has three prospects. Our own T. 

Michael Bircumshaw, Carl Schmidt, and John Carciapollo. On-line voting 
should take place around early March 2010. If you do not have a user 
name and password for the National Website, I suggest you get a 
Shipmate to help you out. You can use their Computer, or one at a 
Library. Ask questions. 

 
                                    Our Candidates for Base Officers are: 
                                    Base Commander: Robert Schive (Senior Vice Commander) 
                                    Senior Vice Commander: Frank Campbell (Past Treasurer) 
                                                                                Fred Tredy (Base Member) 
                                    Junior Vice Commander: Johnny Meyer (Incumbent, and COB)   
                                    Secretary: Michael Williamson (Base Commander) 
                                    It was voted by majority vote that Base Officer positions terms be for two  

(2) years in accordance with new USS Bonefish Base Constitution and 



Bylaws which are being reviewed by the WRD6 Commander Robert 
Miller for compliance with USSVI rules. 

        
 Memorials and Ceremonies: Congratulations were extended by 

Commander Williamson to shipmates who celebrated birthdays in recent 
months. William Anderson on the 2nd, Bob Schive on the 3rd, Al Kilpatrick 
on the 21st, and Fred Tredy on the 24th.   

 
 Membership Committee:  Don Noyes and Johnny Meyer have on the 

Horn trying to get people to get their dues in before 12-30-2009. Now if 
anyone still has not renewed their membership they will be dropped from 
the register on February 01, 2010. 

  
 Program: Jacques Abels shared with shipmates present a reading 

from the actual logs of the WWII lost boats, USS Scorpion (SS-278), the 
USS Argonaut (SS-166), and USS Swordfish (SS-193). The reading was 
impressive and appreciated by all present. The Base Commander recorded 
Audio for the Base Website. 

 
Good of the Order:  Commander Williamson personally purchased a “Boat Sponsorship” from 

the USSVI Boat Sponsorship Program. I have been informed that I am 
sponsoring the COB of the USS West Virginia SSBN-736 Gold Crew. I 
had also heard that Trieste Base was sponsoring two (2) Boats from their 
Base Treasury. I suggested we do the same and a majority vote of a show 
of hands was for doing so. 

 
 From the National Commander Pat Householder noted on:  

 
January 18, 2010- Help Wanted! National POC Manager needed. 
Interested in filling the Natl POC manager shoes? 
This is not a particularly difficult or time consuming position, but it is 
important to the USSVI sharing of information and helping us all feel 
more connected to each other and the active sub fleet. 
The most interesting aspect of this job is that the POC manager stays 
current on submarine related news from around the world.  You would 
receive news feeds from the Undersea Enterprise News Daily, and survey 
Navy Newsstand for items of topical interest.   
In addition, the NJVC and I would be directly entering in USSVI related 
information for the broadcast. 

                                     
January 07, 2010- Now there are three! Candidates for National 
Commander.  

 
The forthcoming USSVI National Officer elections now have three 
candidates for National Commander, and the process remains open for 
others to toss their hats into the ring. 



The current three candidates known to be running for the top spot include 
(alphabetically) 
 
1.  T Michael Bircumshaw, Natl Jr Vice Commander and editor, American 
Submariner, past District Commander, Past Base Commander, Joe Negri 
& Robert Link Award winner. 
2.  John Carcioppolo, Groton Base Commander and past Eastern Region 
Director, Joe Negri & Robert Link Award winner. 
3.  Carl Schmidt, Central Region Director, Past District Commander, Past 
Base Commander, Robert Link Award winner. 
No longer a small 'subclub', your National Leadership have to operate our 
organization as a business so that everyone else can enjoy it as a fraternal 
experience.  
USSVI has evolved in size to the point where the NC position is virtually 
a full time job and requires extensive experience, both in organization 
leadership and general business knowledge. 
This organization we all love is indeed fortunate to have shipmates of such 
high caliber and experience willing and ready to assume the top position in 
USSVI.   
As we move into the election season you will hear more directly from the 
candidates about their qualifications, their vision for the future and their 
achievements.   
Whoever is selected in the election, we owe all these men a vote of thanks 
both for their past and present service, and for their willingness to step up 
to this challenging position. 
I, for one, appreciate their dedication.  It speaks well for the future of 
USSVI. 
This is just an update on the NC candidates and not on the rest of the 
positions. but all the races remain open and anyone wishing to toss their 
hat in the ring is welcome to do so. 

 
 Binnacle List:  
                                    Jerry Cornelison could not be with us because he came down with a Flu 

bug. His Lovely Wife Susan has just finished her radiation treatments. 
Please pray that she is cancer free after that ordeal. 

                                    Izar Martinez has had his bout with not only surgery on his Achilles 
tendon, but now is faced with a diagnosis of Melanoma and is currently 
under treatment for that also. 

                                    John Raplee has been diagnosed with COPD and is not able to attend with 
us today either. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sailing List:  Jacques Abels   Henry J. Anderson 
  Joe D. Canchola  Frank Campbell 
  James M. Hayes  Allan M. Kilpatrick 
  Frank P. McCoy  Johnny Meyer 
  Donald Noyes   Everett Noyes 
  Bob Schive   Dean Van Leeuwen 
  Michael Williamson   
 
  Honored Guests:  Jan Noyes 
  Shirley Williamson                 Rita Kilpatrick 
                                                Jack & Irene Baker                 Alyce Spar 
                                                Pat McCoy                             Sally Van Leeuwen 
                                                Karl Waterman STS1(SS) 
 
Adjournment: Having completed the Bonefish Base business, Commander Williamson 

called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was made, 
seconded and carried to adjourn at 1:34 p.m. 

   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael Williamson, Base Commander 
For Izar A. Martinez, Secretary   

 
Meeting Dates: The Bonefish (SS)-223/(SS) 582 meets at 1200 hours on the fourth 

Saturday of the month.  The meetings are held at the American Legion 
Post 106, 820 West State Street, Redlands, California.   

 


