
 COMMANDER’S CORNER  
 
Shipmates,  
 
Our Holiday meeting was a pleasure on several fronts.  First, we had the best turnout in memory.  
We pretty much filled up the entire meeting room at the Spaghetti Factory.  The best part was 
seeing so many good people all together at once.  This included a bunch of folks we haven’t seen 
in awhile, as well as most of the people who have come off our Binnacle List.  It was a joyful way 
to start the Season. 
 
Our entertainment was provided by a quartet representing the Chapel Singers from the 
University of Redlands.  Their final number was “Anchors Aweigh”-not a Christmas standard but 
who cares?  The Base primed the pump with a $50 donation-then we passed the hat and they 
ended up with a big boost of support for their trip to Carnegie Hall this coming May. 
 
The Spaghetti Factory was happy to have us back.  In fact, they were so happy that we were able 
to get the guarantees we were looking for if we would come back there again for our regular 
meetings.  We’ll review that at the next Board meeting.   
 
I do, however, anticipate that our regular meeting will be back at the Spaghetti Factory in 
Redlands beginning with the January meeting.  We’re still very appreciative of how supportive 
American Legion Post 79 was to our being there this past year.  Personally, I’d liked to have 
stayed there if there’d been any hope of managing better to our needs.   
 
The Board agreed that January is to be our annual Recognition Meeting.  With that in mind, part 
of the agenda will be recognizing our members’ milestones-both with USSVI membership and all 
our Holland Club members for the year.  Please mark your calendar for the fourth Saturday-
January 26th.  We’re going to have a good time while honoring many of our shipmates. 
 
For the February meeting we’ve penciled in a presentation from one of our Charter Members-
George Kinnison.  George qualified in 1943 aboard the USS Sawfish (SS-276.)  How he got from 
there to the rank of Captain in the USAF is just a prelude to his experience flying Sabre Jets 
(among others) as a civilian test pilot.  You can anticipate another fine meeting at Bonefish… 
 
 
 Johnny Meyer was looking pretty chipper at our meeting, so the only person I’m aware of still on 
our binnacle list is shipmate John Raplee.  Chaplain Don Noyes reminds me the John is at 
Braswell’s skilled nursing facility in Yucaipa.  Please note the correct address is 11970 Fourth 
Street, Yucaipa-not the Second street address I gave out last month.  John’s phone number is 
(909) 816-8567.  Please consider taking a few minutes to support John and help speed his further 
recovery.  
 
Finally, as we celebrate with our family and friends in safety this Christmas, remember there’s a 
bunch of folks out there on duty the way we used to be.  Let’s all take a moment to honor them 
and what they do for us. 
 



Have a great Christmas Season everyone.  I’m looking forward to seeing as much of you as 
possible in the coming year. 
 
Frank 


