
November 2008 

Ahoy Shipmates, 
 
I missed getting this out for the month of November.  Boy did it go by 
with a whirl.  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. 
 
The November 22, 2008 meeting at the Mexico Café went well I 
believe.  We had a total of eight members, along with four lovely wives 
which attended. I heard good and bad things about the food.  We also 
had Al Kilpatrick and his lovely wife who had been vacationing in Maine 
all summer.  It was good to see them again. 
 
Call for Committee Reports 
I picked up 50- 2009 USSVI Calendars from USSVI Jr. Vice 
Commander Michael Bircumshaw at the Scamp Base Food Fest.  We 
are now currently selling them. Contact me to obtain them, and you can 
pay me or Frank Campbell for them. Price $10.00. 

“Tour San Diego Sub Base with USSVI Trieste Base”  
Base Commander Kent Weekly has scheduled the tour along with a 
potluck lunch at “Smugglers Cove” on Ballast Point Naval Submarine 
Base.  Trieste Base had decided to have their December meeting at this 
function.  I brought forward to the members present that we should do 
that also. It was voted unanimous to do so.  December 09, 2008 is the 
deadline to get your first and last name, and last four of your SSN to 
Kent Weekly in order to attend.  The meeting will be 12/21/2008 1200 to 
1600.  Kent’s information is at www.triestebase.org.  
 
Memorials and Ceremonies 
The Dolphin (555) Committee member Brick Noyes said he has been in 
contact with Jr. Vice Commander Michael Bircumshaw.  More to come. 

I have been told that Ron Durling is out of Rehab for his broken hip, but 
confined temporarily to a walker.  He would like correspondence and 
calls from shipmates. 

Dennis “Frenchy” Fuqua, one of our long distance members and has 
had to have quad bypass heart surgery performed.  I have been told by 
his lovely wife Barbara that he is doing well, and is in rehabilitation.  
Thank you for your prayers. 
 



Social Events 
American Legion Post 106 had a Thanksgiving feast on 11/23/2008 
which was cooked up by the Auxiliary Chef Ingrid Coopman.  I might 
add that it was very delectable.  Donations went to Jerry L. Pettis VA 
Hospital and probably was the best feast for this holiday for me.  I hope 
Mom is not reading this.  Following that feast we went to the Trieste 
Base meeting in Murrieta where unfortunately we did not stay for the 
meal.  I did though win the donation I brought to be raffled off (Hunt for 
Red October DVD), and the Naval Manual “United States Submarine 
Operations in World War II”.  Lots of good reading ahead there.  And a 
“Gold” Dolphin belt buckle which I promptly sent to shipmate Lt. Mark 
Buxton whom I served with on USS Bonefish (SS)-582. 

Murrieta Veterans Day Parade was a great success. Jr. Vice 
Commander Michael Bircumshaw was there along with people from 
Bonefish, Scamp, and Trieste Bases.  They even fed us hot dogs, chips, 
and water at the end.  And we had the Marine ROTC to carry the 
Scamp Base Banner as we waddled through the parade route. 
 
Awards 
Our very own John Raplee has been inducted into the Holland Club.  
Unfortunately he was unable to attend the meeting on 11/22/2008 due 
to shoulder surgery.  He has also informed me he will be unable to 
attend the next meeting on 12/21/2008 due to the same problem.  Let 
us pray he will be well enough to allow us to present him with this award 
at the January meeting next year. This is a big deal to be Qualified in 
Submarines 50 years.  On the same note I sent at the request of William 
Newman his award as work will not allow him to attend any meetings 
until next year sometime after the winter months. 
 
News From National 
=============================================================
======= 
NEWS-04: Subvets win best Veterans Organization Entry in Auburn WA 
Veterans Day Parade. 
Submitted by: Office on 11/20/2008 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Auburn WA: Bremerton, Seattle, South Sound Bases along with a contingent of 
Trident Training Facility (TTF) students and staff participated in the annual 
Auburn Veterans parade this past Saturday, Nov 8th, also with the USS Bonefish 
and the Cold War submarine floats. National Commander Pat Householder was 
an official dignitary in the parade as well. 
 



This Annual event is probably the largest veterans day parade in the 
West. 
 
Michael Williamson 
USSVI Bonefish Base 
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