
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 
Shipmates, 
 
First of all, a reminder:  No Meeting This Saturday.   As usual, our November and December 
meetings have been combined.  Our Holiday meeting is Noon, Saturday, December 8th, at the 
Spaghetti Factory in Redlands.  As we did last year, you’ll experience Fellowship, Holiday 
Cheer and some surprise Christmas Season entertainment.  We anticipate a fine turnout, 
including some welcome faces we haven’t seen in awhile.  Come join the festivities with us. 
 
The October meeting was a Trifecta.  First we joined in at the meeting of the Doug Smay  
Base.  There were almost as many Bonefish members as there were Smay members.  It was 
good interaction and Commander Rocky was a gracious host.   
 
Then we were able to tour the USS Hampton (SSN-767).  Several people agreed thiswas the 
best Boat Tour we’ve had.  They broke us into two groups, and we spent the better part of an 
hour onboard.  The crew was most hospitable; our guides were as patient and open as we 
could have hoped for, and therefore lots of time for questions and camaraderie.  We were 
joined by Smay shipmate Jack Ferguson and his wife JoAnn, who afterwards hosted us to a 
lovely meal together at the Southwestern Yacht Club.  We were also joined by Smay 
members Rocky Rockers, George and Gary Kinnison, as well as Rocky.  It was a wonderful 
conclusion to a fine day.    
 
Not surprisingly, somebody had to contrast our fine meal at the Yacht Club with the Corvette 
Grille incident the year before.  Doesn’t the Statute of Limitations apply here somewhere?  
 
That following Wednesday found several of us at Trunk or Treat-the Halloween function at 
Loma Linda’s Ronald McDonald House.  Andy’s traveling Submarine Billboard (his tricked out 
Lincoln Stealthmobile) provided an appropriate trunk full of treats.  Willie showed up with a 
mobile klaxon he’d put together inside an old ammo box.  We told a couple of the kids that in 
order to be an honorary submariner they had to sound the diving alarm.  The looks on their 
faces when it went off was priceless.  It also saw service in response to a hovering sheriff’s 
helicopter sounding its siren.  Everyone there enjoyed the contest, and yes-I do believe the 
klaxon won out… 
 
Finally-on our binnacle list.  Shipmate John Raplee is still recovering at Braswell’s skilled 
nursing facility in Yucaipa.  The address is 13542 Second Street, Yucaipa, and his phone 
number is (909) 816-8567.  Chaplain Don Noyes says the latest operation gave him some 
feeling in his lower half but he’s still paralyzed and would welcome hearing from us.  Please 
consider taking a few minutes to support John and help speed his further recovery.   
 
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note:  
 



“Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle of the bathtub.  Move the shower 
head to chest level.  When you take showers, make sure you turn off the water while you 
soap down.” 
 
Let me wish each of you Fair Winds and a Following Sea.   
I hope to see you at our Holiday meeting. 
Frank 


