
COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 
Shipmates, 
 
Like many of you, I flipped the page on my USSVI calendar to August and there was our 
namesake USS Bonefish SS-582.  While I didn’t serve aboard her, there was still a feeling of 
“that’s my Boat.”  And yours as well. 
 
Speaking of calendars, now’s the time to put in your order for the next one.   The theme of 
this one is “The Victors” and it’s honoring our WW2 Submariners and their Boats.  Right now 
you can preorder them through our storekeeper for an even $10, and a healthy part of that 
goes back to the Base treasury.  Just shoot an email or phone message to Marty Bruce with 
your request.  Marty’s standing by-and anxious to submit the order, so please get in touch 
with him soon. 
 
This month we’re going to take possession of our new float trailer.  Our float committee will 
be going all ahead full as the goal is to have a functioning, parade ready float in time for the 
season next year.  The committee members are Andy, Frank McCoy, Marty and Jerry 
Cornelison.  We look forward to their efforts as they put together a working build plan for us.  
And if anybody has any input on how we can score a torpedo to mount on her, please let us 
know.  Right now that’s our preferred plan for the float.  
 
 
Our speaker for the July meeting, Jim Ruester, was informative and well received.  Jim is the 
Public Affairs Officer for Riverside National Cemetery.  He talked about its history and how 
John McCain’s father the Admiral was part of the committee which selected that location.  
Jim also talked about future plans and gave us some insight into how to proceed with a 
Submariner’s Memorial site at the Cemetery as well.  He also left us with an open invitation 
to have a Base meeting and onsite tour in the future. 
 
Also at the July meeting, we included in our Tolling of the Boats a Tolling of our Bonefish 
members on eternal patrol.  The eboard unanimously decided we should make that an annual 
part of our May meeting.  (Nobody told me it wasn’t May so we kicked it off late this year.)  It 
was very moving to honor our shipmates in that way. 
 
Our August program will feature the story of a British Boat doing hull surveillance on an 
American surface ship, among other things.  Andy swears you can read the serial numbers on 
its screws…  
 
Our binnacle list still includes John Raplee, Johnny Meyer, Pat McCoy, Lyn and Lyndie Schive.  
I’m pleased to report that both George Ozanich and Ora Anderson are no longer on this 
month’s list.  Please keep all of our members in your thoughts and prayers.  We look forward 
to their being back with us soon. 
 



Since everybody was so well behaved at our annual Corona meeting last year, the Van 
Leeuwen’s are going to host us again this year.  Mark your calendars for a lot of fun, 
fellowship and great food once again at our September meeting. 
 
Lastly, a word of caution for when you’re in drydock-“Keep an eye on those yardbirds, will 
you?” 
 
Let me wish each of you Fair Winds and a Following Sea.   
I hope to see you at our August meeting. 
Frank 


