
July 2009 

Ahoy Shipmates,  

Well it has been a long time since I put out the Base Commanders B.S. 
page. 

The April 25, 2009 meeting was at American Legion Post 106.  I was 
not present because I had to take a state engineering license test at the 
Pomona Fairplex.  Vice Commander Don Noyes took over and did a 
more than adequate job running the meeting.  See the minutes on the 
website. 

I also played hooky for the May 30 meeting as I took off on my 
motorcycle for Washington state. Silverdale to be exact for the SVWWII 
/ USSVI WRD4 Conference.  Now you probably ask yourself why a 
Base Commander in WRD6 would want to go there.  Well I read the 
POC message and found that one of the tours was to Deterrent Park, 
and the Tridents on Kitsap Submarine Base.  I had known that the USS 
Bonefish (SS)-223 Memorial was there.  And the picture on the National 
website was pixelated (poor scan).  This was my chance to get good 
pictures for the website. 

I met so many great people up there.  To name a couple John Mansfield 
the WRD4 Commander, Red Bassler the Commander of Bremerton 
Base.  Without those two guys my mission would not have been 
completed.  You see the Memorial was not in the Deterrent Park.  It was 
inside of a high security building which had a small park inside of it.  
Kind of like the Pentagon.  I met the CO of the base, a four striper which 
reminded of my third CO on Bonefish.  I also met guys like PNC Tudor 
Davis (we went to the “Horse and Cow” along with a bunch of others), 
and WRD Jim Dunn.  They all made me feel like family.  I met our NC 
Pat Householder, and the keynote speaker at the banquet was none 
other than Bob Opple who is the Commander of the SSMC (Silent 
Service Motorcycle Club) which I am a “Plank Member”.  I had a great 
time. 

I met a couple of the guys I met there at the B-girls Reunion in Portland 
too.  There I met up with Base member Kent Weekly, and a bunch of 
other Shipmates.  We had a real good time. I had a little over 2000 
miles on the bike when I returned home.  My butt has forgiven me now. 



When I returned home I had about a week to get things in order.  Then 
on 06-10-2009 my mother and I hopped on Virgin Airlines at LAX and 
red eyed it all the way to London England.  Spent the next day 
recuperating from the 10 hour flight.  Then the next day we hopped on 
SAS Airlines and flew to Gothenburg, Sweden.  From there I rented a 
car from Hertz (a Ford Focus Station wagon) and we headed North.  
Spent the next nine days driving around Sweden.  It was trial by fire 
learning how to drive in a non-English country.  I think I saw 3 stop signs 
the whole time there.  But we survived with only one flat tire.  We met 
more family than we knew we had.  We stayed with a 2nd cousin a few 
days who helped us celebrate “Mid-summer”.  It was a learning 
experience.  We made contact with the family of Associate member 
William Anderson a coworker of mine also.  The best way to sum up 
Sweden: Clean, Green, Friendly people, and good food (and beer). 

We then flew back to London where we had three days before we 
hopped on the Queen Mary II in South Hampton.  The second day there 
we hopped on a rail to Paddington Station.  From there I hailed a taxi 
who took us to the “London Eye”.  Having only one real day to explore 
London I recommend it as on a clear day you can see for 20 miles they 
say.  We were blessed with a clear day and we could see everywhere 
because the “Eye” is a giant Ferris wheel with clear capsules.  Each 
capsule holds 20 people which get one complete revolution of the Ferris 
wheel.  It moved so slow you hardly noticed it was moving.  I took a lot 
of pictures.  Then we walked across the Thames river, walked below Big 
Ben, and onward to St. James Park.  Then Buckingham Palace on to 
Hyde Park.  Then back to Paddington Station.  Then rested on the rail 
back to London Heathrow. 

Then we boarded the Queen Mary II after a bus trip to South Hampton 
for a 6 day cruise to New York. We took the Northern Atlantic Route (the 
same as the Titanic).  There were iceberg warnings so the Captain told 
us he was going a little further South to avoid them.  There were calm 
seas 1-4 foot waves all the way across.  We did 25 knots most of the 
way across.  There was good food, shows, and a library.  The only 
Submarine book they had was “Hitler’s U-Boats Missions”.  It was about 
four inches deep and I left well enough alone. 

The next meeting will be at the American Legion Post 106 again.  Ingrid 
our lovely Auxiliary hostess has not re-contacted me as of this writing.  I 
am told that Don Noyes will ask for a list of who is eating for a head 
count.  



I still have plenty 2009 USSVI Calendars for sale.  Contact me to obtain 
them, and you can pay me or Brick Noyes our new Treasurer for them.  
Price $10.00. 

Call for Committee Reports 
SVWWII plaque estimate has come in.  It is posted in the Website.  Not 
on the front page anymore, but here in the BASE COMMADERS 
CORNER in February 2009.  The WRD6 Commander Bob Miller has 
requested each Base in WRD6 participate with equal contributions to 
pay for this.  I also sent a letter requesting assistance from the USSVI 
Charitable Foundation Memorial Fund for assistance before I left for 
overseas.  I am told they can contribute up to $1,000 for our cause.  
That would be over and above what Bob Miller requested from the other 
Bases.  If we get too much money I feel we should put what’s left back 
into the USSVI Charitable Foundation Memorial Fund.  There was a 
complaint from one person in San Diego stating that the 52 Boat 
Memorial Park should be finished before anymore memorials start.  He 
suggested that each base donate $100 so this can be finished.  Later he 
recanted what he said.  I have been told that the $100 has been 
appropriated at the last meeting. And the money for the SVWWII plaque 
is also earmarked.  Keep up with the raffles you guys, as that is where 
this money is coming from (along with dues).  So far I have heard 
nothing from the other Bases, or the USSVI Charitable Foundation 
Memorial Fund on this item. 

Membership Committee 
I am told we have some new members.  Don Noyes and Johnny Meyer 
are perfecting the Base Prospectus.  Brick Noyes recently gave me a 
copy from the National website which he is now perfecting. 

News From National 
Dear Base Commander: 

It has long been a point of pride for Bases and Boat Associations to add 
welcoming messages to the Annual Convention booklet. 

If your Base does not yet have a page in the 2009 convention booklet, there are 
still lots of room left in the 2009 convention booklet, but not much time.  

Full Gloss Color 
Full (7.5" x 10"): $150.00 
Half Page: $ 90.00 



Quarter Page: $ 50.00 
Eighth Page: $ 35.00 

Full Gloss Black and White 
Full : 125.00 
Half : 80.00 
Quarter : 45.00 
Eighth : 30.00 

Call me (Mike Bircumshaw) at 951-541-0900 and get your ad into the booklet.  
This will be a full color or black & white magazine sized publication that will be 
give to everyone in attendance at the convention in September. 

Time is short and I must have your adv piece no later than Aug 1st, so reserve 
your space today! 

Best, 
Michael Bircumshaw 
subvetseditor@yahoo.com  

Until next month. 

Michael Williamson 
USSVI Bonefish Base 
(SS)-223 / (SS)-582 
www.bonefishbase.org 

 


