
COMMANDER’S CORNER  
 
Shipmates,  
 
I’m reminded that before Whitey Mack and SSN-661 there was an earlier USS Lapon SS-260.  
She’s this month’s Poster Girl.  In July of 1943 Lapon, along with USS Permit and USS Plunger, 
was part of the first Boats to enter the Sea of Japan after penetrating Japanese minefields.  In 
addition to sinking 11 ships, Lapon finished the war with four battle stars and a Navy Unit 
Commendation. 
 
For current business, I anticipate that, after taking into account any member feedback, the 
EBoard will approve proceeding with our Brass Plaque memorial to be placed at Riverside 
National Cemetery.  This is a tremendous beginning toward our goal of a substantial 
Submarine Memorial there.  We’ll have an update for you at the next meeting on April 27th.   
 
At last month’s meeting, Bonefish Base Plankowner George Kinnison shared his story with us.  
From growing up in the Dust Bowl to President Eisenhower’s statement that the Space 
Program would be, “ flown by test pilots, not monkeys…” to the two Danish women that 
wanted to buy him a drink to Senator John Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe…  it was a delightful 
presentation.  We ran out of time, actually, but George agreed to again regale us in the 
future.  I do take note that George didn’t elaborate much on Ike’s combining test pilots and 
monkeys in the same sentence.  Maybe next time… 
 
It was an unexpected pleasure to have shipmate Mike Williamson joining us at that meeting.  
Fresh from his knee replacement, Willie was ambulating quite well with only a cane and a 
smile.  It’s great to see him recovering so well!  Shirley did say, however, that she wasn’t 
taking him dancing that night.   
 
Johnny also reaffirmed John Raplee’s progress in rehab, and his determination to join us 
again at a base meeting later this year.  Congratulations on the pace of your recovery, John-
we look forward to seeing you back with us soon. 
 
We had our third year of participation at King Remembers.  I realized that each time hasn’t 
been the same.  With each new trio of students there’s a different dynamic that keeps the 
experience fresh.  Each group elicits a different experience based on their uniqueness.  To my 
surprise, the stories haven’t been exactly the same each year.  The interaction with those fine 
young people and great mix of all the various participants makes it a really gratifying time 
together.  And the lunch together over at Applebees was a fine finish to a great morning. 
 
You’ve all seen Bob Schive’s notice of a similar program coming up May 1st at Rancho 
Cucamonga High School.  Several of us have decided to attend.  In hopes that you’ll join us 
I’ve included the two attachments Bob disseminated to make it easy for you.  If you go we 
can guarantee you’ll come away feeling it was more than worth the effort.. 
 



We also hope to see you at our next meeting-Spaghetti Factory in Redlands, 27 April.  The 
klaxon sounds at 1200.  We haven’t yet confirmed the program-George Kinnison is a tough 
act to follow-but we’re working on a couple of speakers that will add to the value of our time 
together. 
 
Finally, this month’s Nostalgia Note: 
 
“Make all of your family members qualify to operate each appliance in your house -  
dishwasher operator, blender technician, etc.  Re-qualify every 6 months.”  (Except the 
remote, of course…) 
 
Mind your bubbIe.  I look forward to seeing you on the 27th. 
 
Frank 
 
 


