
April 2010 

Ahoy Fellow Bubbleheads, 

Can you believe it is April already?  It seems like we were just voting on 
whether to have the meetings for the Thanksgiving and Christmas as 
one, and here it is almost tax day, April 15th.  

A lot has transpired since then, so I thought I’d take advantage of this 
Corner to share some of those events. 

Rapidly approaching is the Riverside Veterans Parade on April 17th.  
This event is a group’s efforts to recognize and salute veterans of all 
ages, and service’s.  It’s a worthy event, given that it is a group of 
veterans that put it together, but it is a shame that the city of Riverside 
doesn’t advertise it more.  The staging area for getting everyone 
together this year is in the lower parking lot of Riverside City College.  
Parade starts at 10am, so I recommend getting there around 8:30am. 
For those still on military time, that would be 0830.  There is a pancake 
breakfast as a pre-parade event, so come earlier if you want to eat 
before we walk. Hope to see as many of you there as possible. 

If you haven’t been to a meeting lately, or been able to visit the Bonefish 
website, the big news is that we now have a new set of officers.  Senior 
Vice Commander is Frank Campbell, Johnny Meyer is our returning 
veteran as Junior Vice Commander.  Mike “Willie” Williamson assumed 
the Secretary role, with Brick Noyes rounding the e-board as our 
Treasurer.  Least I forget, I was elected the new Base Commander.  
Each of us were elected to a 2 year term. 

I’d like to thank Willie for his leadership for the past two years, for his 
dedication in helping get Bonefish Base from the bottom of the shoals to 
a working effective USSVI Base.  I know it had to be a lot of work and 
persistence in getting it going, and then keeping it afloat by getting new 
members.  I hope that I can pick up where he left off.  Bravo Zulu Mike. 

March 25th saw the dedication of the 52 Boats Memorial in San Diego.  
The ceremony was very moving, and rewarding. Just in case you hadn’t 
heard about it, the site is at the Old Navy Recruit Training Center, now 
known as Liberty Station. The grinder, when many of us learned to 
march, and paraded by when we graduated from boot camp, has been 
turned into a park, and the memorial is within the park.  There are 52 



black granite monuments, one for each boat lost. If you didn’t get to 
make the dedication, you do want to try to get down there and view this 
memorial.  Here is the link location so you can view some of the 
ceremony.  http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2010/apr/01/52-
boats-crews-memorialized/ 

Voting for the USSVI Western Region will be during the month of April.  
The ballots should be available in the next addition of American 
Submariner.  You will also be able to vote on line through the USSVI 
website.  Make sure you vote, let’s make it two years running that 
Bonefish Base is at 100% of it’s members voting.  

The known candidates for USSVI National Office to date are: 

1. Michael Bircumshaw (NJVC) for Nat Cdr 
2. John Carcioppolo for Nat Cdr 
3. Carl Schmidt (CRD) for Nat Cdr 
4. Jon Jaques, for NSVC (Incumbent) 
5. Al Singleman, (NS) for NJVC 
6. Tom Conlon (PNC) for Nat Sec 
7. John Theotino for Nat Sec 
8. John Markiewicz, for Nat Treas (Incumbent) 
9. Richard McPherson for Nat Treas 

The known candidates for USSVI Region Office to date are: 

1. NE Region: Vince Flaherty 
2. NE Region: Paul Orstad, (incumbent) 
3. SE Region: Bill Andrea 
4. Cent Region: Ken Recoy 
5. Cent Region: Wayne Standerfer 
6. Western Region: Jim Dunn (Incumbent) 
7. Western Region: Rocky Rockers 

I’ve included an exert from the USSVI National Newletter on how to 
update your profile on it’s site.  This is a step by step instruction on how 
to log in at www.ussvi.org and update your member profile information 
in the USSVI record. 
There are several sections that you should take a close look at. 



1. Your ships tab: Be sure all your boats (and targets) are listed, 
along with the years checked off that you served aboard each.  
This will make it easier for your shipmates to find you. 

2. Your name and address, phone and email should be correct for 
a number of reasons, including getting your copy of American 
Submariner when it comes out.  If you move and forget to update 
your record or tell us by email, we cannot contact you or mail you 
your magazine. 

3. Navy Career Tab: On the YEARS SERVED line, please enter 
the year you entered mil service, and the year you were 
discharged. 

We need this info so we can determine if USSVI can qualify as a war 
veterans organization.  Active and reserve time counts, as does years in 
other service branches. 

Click on the link. 
http://www.ussvi.us/Documents/Online_Manuals_Update_your_USSVI_
Member_Record.pdf 

Just one other item along with this, I’d really like to see the Bonefish 
Website have pictures of its members, both a before and a present 
picture.  Wouldn’t you like for everyone to know what we looked like 
when we were young and didn’t know better?  You can email pictures 
back to me, or straight to Bob Cox, and he can put them on the site.  Or 
for those that may be computer challenged, and I can be at times, bring 
them to the parade, or the next meeting, and we’ll get them posted. 

So you can plan your calendars, we have submitted our entry form to 
participate in the Redlands 4th of July parade, and have been 
accepted.  I was a bit early getting our entry in, as I pulled up the 2009 
entry blank and submitted it.  The city hasn’t posted any information 
regarding the event yet, but indicated they should have their site update 
in early May.  The parade is generally at 3:30, with staging around 
2pm.  The city does make this an all day event with activities before the 
parade and then fireworks in the evening at the Redlands Stadium.  
Hope that a majority of you can make it as this is our Home Town 
event.  You can just do the parade, or make a fun filled day of it. 



Bonefish Website now has a section for its Base Library.  Bob Cox just 
added it for us, and Johnny Meyer is our resident head librarian.  If there 
is anything in the library that you’d like to see or read, let Johnny know 
and he make sure to bring it to our meetings. 

I hope to see as many of you on the 17th at the Riverside Veterans 
parade, or if you can’t make that, at our next Bonefish Base Meeting on 
the 24th at the American Legion Hall at noon. 

Bob Schive 
Base Commander 
United States Submarine Veterans Inc 
SS 223 / SS 582 
www.bonefishbase.org 

 


