
April 2009 

Ahoy Shipmates,  
 
March was one of those busy months! 
 
The March 28, 2009 meeting was at American Legion Post 106.  I 
thought February was a large meeting.  March even surprised me more. 
 
Last meeting we moved that we donate $50 for Kaps 4 Kids through the 
USSVI Charitable Fund.  Len Heiselt the Commander of Scamp Base 
informed me that only four people will be able to enter Loma Linda 
Children’s Hospital due to the Flu season. 
 
USSVI donated $1,000.00 for Sailor of the Year.  They also solicited the 
Bases for a $50.00 donation.  It was so moved. 
 
The next meeting will be at the American Legion Post 106 again.  Ingrid 
our lovely Auxiliary hostess has told me that we are going to have Tri-
Tip Roast.  I will send out for a list to you for a head count. Unfortunately 
I will not be at the next 3 meetings. 
 
I still have plenty 2009 USSVI Calendars for sale.  Contact me to obtain 
them, and you can pay me or Frank Campbell for them. Price $10.00. 
 
Call for Committee Reports 
The Dolphin Committee is looking for “Docents”.  Then we can have 
events on board such as sleepovers and weddings. 

SVWWII plaque estimate has come in.  It is posted on the Website.  It 
has been requested by the National Jr. Vice Commander that we raise 
the money for this. 
 
Nominating Committee for 2009 Base Officers: Kent Weekly, Michael 
Bircumshaw, & George Riollo is our Nominating Committee.  Inform 
them who you want to run for Base Officers.  
 
Membership Committee 
Joe D. Canchola, and John Anderson are our newest members.  Make 
them welcome.  
 



Memorials and Ceremonies 
Riverside “Salute to Veterans” Parade, April 18, 2009.  Everyone will 
muster with Kent Weekly, Commander of Trieste Base in an effort to 
keep everyone representing USSVI as a whole. I know for sure that 
there will be two states representing the WRD6 of USSVI.  Currently we 
have five persons including myself who will represent the Bonefish 
Base. Jerry Cornelison, Brick Noyes, Don Noyes, Johnny Meyer and of 
course “Mariah” the 1931 Ford Towne Sedan.  She moves like the wind, 
makes coffee, and dresses up quite nicely.  
 
News From National 
========================================================= 
OFFICERS-01: SUBVETTES: A Message to the Base Commander from Rita 
Kruel, President of the Ladies Aux. 
Submitted by: Pat Householder on 4/15/2009 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
The purpose of SUBVETTES: 
 
"The purpose of the organization shall be to aid and assist our husbands (father, 
son, brother, grandfather, and grandson) as helpmates in our mutual pursuit of 
the goals, objectives, projects, and activities. In support of the Creed of the 
United States Submarine Veterans, Inc." 
 
Rita wants you to know that SubVettes are offering a Life Membership to all 
Regular members of Ladies of Submarine Veterans of WWII for $20.00 and this 
offer is good until 30June 2009.  
 
We have gotten very good response from the WWII ladies. 
 
They have a Membership Chairman. Marygrace Veek. who is contacting all the 
USSVI Base Commanders that do not have a SubVettes Auxiliary and asking if 
they are interested in forming one.  
 
SubVette President Rita Kruel says "It would be nice if we could get a response 
from the men and in a courteous manner. In the past this has not always been 
the case." 
 
Shipmates, Regardless of your interest in seeing a SUBVETTES chapter 
established in parallel with your own base, please remember these ladies are our 
wives and sweethearts. They are working to support their men in USSVI and they 
deserve our respect and consideration.  
 
If you are contacted by anyone in SUBVETTES, common courtesy and mutual 
respect should guide your prompt response.  
 



Please show respect with the courtesy of your reply, regardless of your 
intentions. We all understand that some bases prefer to enroll women as Base 
Associate members and some of the women will not want to take the steps 
required to charter a separate base for the ladies. But there are those who will, 
so take their wishes into account. 
 
Rite further comments, "Lastly please let them know that we do assist the men 
with their projects. And we have several of our own such as supporting a 
Veterans Transition Center, visiting several Veterans Hospitals, Operation SS 
Care Package (for the Individual Augmentees from Subase Groton) and 
supplying the Chaplains Closet at Landstuhl Army Hospital in Germany with 
clothing for the wounded soldiers to wear on their evacuation back to the States.  
 
The last 2 are dear to my heart since the ladies started them for Groton and they 
are still growing strong. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Rita 
subvette1@gmail.com 
 
Link to SUBVETTES Newsletter 
http://subvettes.com/ladies08.doc  

Until next month. 

Michael Williamson 
USSVI Bonefish Base 
(SS)-223 / (SS)-582 
www.bonefishbase.org 

 


