
February 2009 

Ahoy Shipmates, 

January has come and gone! 
 
The January 24, 2009 meeting was at American Legion Post 106 which 
went according to plan.  Jacques Abels shared a very detailed 
recollection of his War Patrols.  I hope he will share with us again.  
 
We had a new member brought in by Jerry Cornelison.  His name is 
Bob Schive.  And since our National POC, and Webmaster was present, 
he is also listed on the attendance list on the Website, with a picture I 
might add.  We will be taking more pictures for the Website on February 
28, 2009.  
 
The next meeting will be at the American Legion Post 106 again.  Ingrid 
our lovely Auxiliary hostess with the mostess is serving a Winter Beef 
Stew, with salad and dessert for $7.00.  Give me a call or email to give 
me a head count before February 25, 2009. 
 
I still have plenty 2009 USSVI Calendars for sale.  Contact me to obtain 
them, and you can pay me or Frank Campbell for them.  Price $10.00. 
 
Call for Committee Reports 
On December 31, 2008 Bonefish Base was sent a letter in response to 
the donation we sent to the US Submarine Veterans Charitable 
Foundation in response to the Doug Jensen Fund.  I have asked the 
Webmaster to post a scan of the letter on this Website (here). 
 
Membership Committee 
I have signed up one Associate member, and Jerry Cornelison has 
brought in one Shipmate.  I have also communicated with one 
gentleman from Ontario CA. who I hope comes to the next meeting.  
Dead line for membership renewals become “dink” this month after 
National granted an extension.  It is my hope the Treasurer has it 
straightened out.  Membership Committee should also be helping him 
out. 
 
Memorials and Ceremonies 
We have two Base members which have been inducted into the Holland 



Club.  John Raplee who we presented his certificate, patch, and ID 
card.  And our COB Johnny Meyer.  I am currently working with Frank 
Lister the Holland Club Chairman to get his package for the meeting on 
February 28, 2009.  I might add that Johnnies daughter Elaine will be 
flying out from Kentucky for the presentation.  
 

On the subject that we should organize a committee 
to raise funds and arrange for a larger, more obvious plaque to honor 
the Submarine Veterans of WWII for having part in the building of the 
Roncador Memorial.  I have located a company willing to take on the 
project.  After much correspondence a design has surface along with a 
price tag over $3,000.00.  I am going to get a second opinion/quote.  At 
least we have a design now which is 24”x36”.  I asked our webmaster to 
post a copy of the design for your opinions also.  Note that current 
plaque is approx. 4”x6” in size and already posted on the Website. 
 
Riverside “Salute to Veterans” Parade, April 18, 2009.  It has been 
decided that everyone will muster with Kent Weekly, Commander of 
Trieste Base in an effort to keep everyone representing USSVI as a 
whole.  I know for sure that there will be two states representing the 
WRD6 of USSVI.  Currently I have six persons including myself who will 
represent the Bonefish Base.  Jerry Cornelison, Bob Cox, Brick Noyes, 
Don Noyes, Johnny Meyer and of course “Mariah” the 1931 Ford Towne 
Sedan.  She moves like the wind, makes coffee, and dresses up quite 
nicely.  
 
News From National 
========================================================= 
NEWS-04: SUBMARINE WAR PATROL REPORTS 
Submitted by: Pat Householder on 2/19/2009 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
At the end of each war patrol of WW II, submarine commanders created a report 



on the patrol. These reports were used as the raw material to inform intelligence, 
improve tactics, evaluate commanders, etc.  
 
During WW II, over 1,550 patrol reports containing approximately 63,000 pages 
were generated. During the 1970s these were photographed and reproduced on 
microfilm to make them more easily accessible and easily reproduced (approx. 
250 rolls).  
 
During 2008 a copy of this microfilm was scanned into digital format (110 GB), 
and in 2009 it was made available online here (14 GB). 
 
These war patrol reports were written during a deadly, bitterly fought war. Please 
note that there may be some references to enemy forces that may be offensive in 
today's context. 
 
BRAVO ZULU to John Clear and Dan Martini who did all the work on getting 
these reports copied by a commercial outfit off of microfiche from the  
Undersea Museum in Keyport, Washington where John works part time. Dan 
also lives in Washington but in the Tri-City area.  
 
This site contains all WWII patrol reports and it's free! 
http://hnsa.org/doc/subreports.htm 
 
Until next month. 

Michael Williamson 
USSVI Bonefish Base 
(SS)-223 / (SS)-582 
www.bonefishbase.org 

 


